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**Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free’’ 


Let Us Pray 


“Gracious Father in Heaven, Who, when the fullness of time 
had come, didst send forth Thy Son, we rejoice in Thy incarnation, and 
bless Thee for Thy advent in the humble birth of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


“Glory and honor be unto Thee that Thou hast manifested Thy- 
self in Mary’s Child Who dwelt among us full of grace and truth. 
Glory and honor be unto Thee that Christ is born, Whom Thou hast 
given to bring peace on earth and good will to men. And we beseech 
Thee that as the herald angels sang of glory to the new-born King, so 
: we may exalt His Name together, that, being born in us, our hearts 
may be filled with faith and hope and charity. 


“Graciously bestow Thy blessing upon Thy Church throughout 
: the world. Prosper the ministrations of Thy servants everywhere that 

by the power of Thy Word all unbelief and schism may be done away. 
Stir up the consecrations of Thy people and so establish them in the 
goodly heritage of Thy Gospel, that men may behold Thy glory and 
sinners be converted unto Thee. 


“Let Thy light shine upon the nations of mankind. Send peace 
and concord to all that dwell upon the earth. And may our Lord, the 
Prince of Peace, have dominion among the peoples of every tongue 
and tribe, to the end that wars may cease and good will may be 
established. 


“Let Thy favor rest upon our President, and all others in authority, 
and enable them to discharge the duties of their station with wisdom 
and justice, as those who must give account to Thee.” 

—Collects and Prayers 
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The Parish and Church School Board 
Calls a New Worker 


Ar the December meeting of the 
Board it was announced that the Rev. 
Gustav K. Wiencke, Th.D., of North- 
boro, Iowa, has been called by the 
Board as a writer to help in the prepa- 
ration of literature published under the 
auspices of the Board. 

Dr. Wiencke was born in a parsonage 
in Auburn, Nebr. His father, the Rev. 
G. K. Wiencke, Sr., served for some 
time as a missionary in Persia and for 
fifteen years held the post of Home 
Mission Superintendent of what is now 
the Midwest Synod. Pastor Wiencke, 
Sr., is now pastor at the “Old Stone 
Church” (St. John’s), near Auburn, 
Nebr., and has served for many years 
as treasurer of the Midwest Synod. The 
mother in a parsonage should not be 
neglected. Mrs. Wiencke, Sr., comes 
from an old pioneer family that came 
to this country in pre-Revolutionary 
days—when her father, a physician, 
came to Nebraska during the gold rush. 
Mrs. Wiencke, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, taught high school 
Latin and German until her marriage. 


Wagner-Hamma Graduate 

Dr. Wiencke attended high school at 
Grand Island, Nebr. From there he 
went to Wagner College, Staten Island, 
N. Y., where he studied three years. 
While at Wagner, he held the Nicum 
prize and served as manager of the 
baseball team and of the debate squad. 
His college year was spent at Witten- 
berg College, where he graduated in 
1933. Following his graduation, he 
studied two years at Hamma Divinity 
School, Springfield, Ohio, and in 1935 
went abroad as an exchange student 
from Wittenberg College to a German 
university. 

He was thus enabled to matriculate 
first at the University of Berlin, where 
he took courses under Professors Fendt, 
Lietzmann, and Johannes Schneider, 
and then he was transferred to the 
University of Erlangen, one of three 
universities of Germany whose the- 
ological faculties are bound by the 
charters of the universities to the con- 
fessional basis of the Lutheran Church. 

Having been graduated in absentia 
in 1936 from Hamma Divinity School 
as recipient of the Tressler Fellowship 
from that seminary, he continued his 
studies in Erlangen toward a doctor’s 
degree in theology. Opportunity was 
given to do work at the University of 
Goettingen and the University of Mar- 
burg. In 1939 the dissertation required 
for reception of the degree of Doctor 
of Theology from the University of 
Erlangen was submitted, accepted cum 
laude, and the degree conferred. 


Dr. Gustav K. Wiencke 
Advantage was taken of the vacation 
periods during these years in Germany 
to spend a summer in study and obser- 
vation of inner mission work in re- 
sponse to an invitation by the Inner 
Mission Society at Bremen. Later a 
period of two months was spent in res- 
idence at the great inner. mission insti- 
tution for epileptics and others at 
Bielefeld. 

There were opportunities for travel 
which were accepted and which gave 
Dr. Wiencke contacts with southern 
Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Belgium, Holland, and Italy. 


Midwest Synod Pastorate 

Following ordination to the ministry 
in 1938, Dr. Wiencke was installed in 
St. Paul’s Church, Northboro, Iowa, a 
rural pastorate. He has been active in 
the Midwest Synod as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Midland College 
and as secretary of the Southern Con- 
ference of that synod. The progress 
made in the parish during his pastorate 
testifies to both zeal and ability. 

He plans to take up the duties to 
which he has been called by the Parish 
and Church School Board about the 
first of February, when it is expected 
that he and Mrs. Wiencke (nee Hilde- 
gard Lotz) will move to Philadelphia. 

Before him there is held the great 
service of writing for the thousands of 
pupils in the educational programs of 
our congregations. The Parish and 
Church School Board seeks the prayers 
of the whole Church for him and the 
Board as together the preparation of 
literature for the building of the king- 
dom of God proceeds. 
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“Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come” 


Mucs has been written about the commercialization 
of the great Christian festivals, Christmas and Easter. 
That the annual occurrence of these anniversaries of 
birth and resurrection have a favorable effect on busi- 
ness is beyond denial. The advance preparations by 
merchants and manufacturers, the throngs of shoppers 
who crowd the streets and stores, and the vast volume 
of gifts reported in the mails supply a true basis for the 
assertion. Indeed the impact of “holyday trade” has 
become so impressive as to induce an experiment in 
advancing the traditional date of Thanksgiving. 

Another form of verification is ihe literature which is 
circulated as these great days in the church year ap- 
proach their annual observance. One hears jokes about 
the selection and reception of gifts. Humorists and illus- 
trators find material for witty comments. The celebra- 
tions are not infrequently of such a character as to be 


more pagan than Christian. Not a few people make 
Christmas and Easter the excuse for prolonged, debasing 
indulgences that would be adjudged blasphemy were 
they subjected to the tests of faith in God’s revelation 
of His way of redemption. The evils lurking in them 
bring results, each after its kind. 

But in spite of the world’s uses of these periods for 
the stimulation of trade; regardless of the profanation 
of their meaning by the devotees of Mammon; and in the 
face of an orgy of gift-giving that often taxes the ability 
of donors to pay, we hope Christmas, 1941, will be as 
nearly “as usual” as our human fears will permit. Espe- 
cially must the central fact of the duy be emphasized 
by hymns and sermons. Let children be made happy by 
expressions of the love of their kinfolk and neighbors. 
And let business flourish in the face of pagan killers 
of joy “as usual.” 
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Ue Chast in the News 


Movie Criticism 

CLERGYMEN have been muttering criticisms of the 
movies lately, which might have been recognized by 
the master-minds of Hollywood as storm warnings of a 
new outburst of indignation. 
Now a real storm has come. 

It is Greta Garbo’s newest 
picture, Two-Faced Woman, 
which has brought on the crisis. 
Archbishop Spellman ordered 
the picture denounced from 
the pulpits of Roman Catholic 
churches in the New York 
area. Bishop Kearney of Roch- 
ester, N. Y., has requested his 
clergy to make known the dis- 
approval of this film, and Archbishop Glennon of St. 
Louis took similar action. 

The attack against off-color movies is led by the 
Legion of Decency, an organization that did some 
notable attacking of this kind six or seven years back. 

The Legion of Decency reported recently that fifty 
films reviewed in the last year were objectionable in 
part, and seven were wholly condemned. Said Mary 
Harden Looram, chairman of the Legion’s reviewing 
board, in a recent issue of America, the movies “treat 
of holy things in an unholy manner. Frequently the 
offense is directed against the sanctity of marriage. 
When a film is flippant or derisive in its treatment of 
marriage, when divorce is presented as a normal and 
intelligent procedure, and when fidelity to conjugal vows 
is presented as unexpected and unreasonable, the film is 
tarred, and reviewers pencil it objectionable in part. 

“In such a case it is Hollywood against the home, the 
movie against marriage, the theater against morality. 

“For out and out salaciousness, racy dialogue, and 
anatomical exposure, we nominate They Drive by Night, 
Torrid Zone, Boys from Syracuse, Arise My Love, Phila- 
delphia Story, and One Night in Lisbon.” 

The Legion of Decency makes clear that the movies 
are not expected to become as unexciting a form of en- 
tertainment as knitting, and does say that it believes 
very satisfactory chlorination has been accomplished in 
making pictures from books and plays such as Tobacco 
Road and Kitty Foyle. 


SUPER-supEeR 


Jewish Generosity 

Hyman GOLDENSON lived in south-side Pittsburgh, and 
did very well in his furniture business. And when he 
died he left $100 apiece to all the congregations in the 
neighborhood, eighteen Protestant, ten Catholic, and 
one Jewish. 

In Springfield, Mass., the congregation of the Beth 
Israel Synagogue recently canceled a mortgage for 
$2,500 on the property of a Negro congregation, the 
Mount Calvary Church. 

Temple Israel of St. Louis has presented a pair of 
massive carved oak doors to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church Cathedral, and in Philadelphia the Elmwood 
Methodist Church is to have a new tower as a gift from 
a group of Jews. 


By G. ELSON RUFF 


To even things up a bit, the first contribution to reach 
headquarters of the United Jewish Appeal in Natchez, 
Miss., in a recent campaign was from the Knights of 
Columbus. 


Earning the D.D. 

THE awarding of the old and honored D.D. degree 
needs investigation, writes James A. Perry in The Chris- 
tian Advocate. Some who deserve the degree are not 
getting it, he believes. 

“Under the present system of awarding the doctor’s 
degree, many men of great ability are entirely over- 
looked. The honors go to those who occupy prominent 
posts, or whose administrative work brings them before 
the public in some special way. Thousands of incon- 
spicuous men, equally deserving, are overlooked by col- 
lege boards because of circumstances beyond anyone’s 
control,” Mr. Perry states. 

He proposes that clergymen should earn the degree 
by taking correspondence courses. At the close of such 
courses the candidate should be subjected to an ex- 
amination covering the whole field of pastoral work. 
Judgment of the character and quality of the work he 
is doing should be passed by one who is familiar with 
the field in which the candidate is working, and by an- 
other brought in from the outside. 

The D.D. would then become something of a grade 
label; the man who has it should be considered by a 
church committee looking for a suitable pastor as a per- 
son who has proven his ability. 


Keep Out of War in the Pulpit 

THE average American does not want his minister to 
discuss the war in his sermons, a nation-wide Gallup 
poll reveals. The men and women queried represent all 
churches in proportion to their membership. 

In answer to the question, “Do you think preachers 
and priests should discuss from the pulpit the question 
of American participation in the war?” 55 per cent of 
those polled answered “No.” Thirty-four per cent said 
“Yes,” and the rest expressed no opinion. 

The Gallup organization states that an analysis of the 
poll indicates that a church-goer “looks to the church 
for spiritual consolation rather than controversy.” He 
doesn’t want to hear on Sunday about what he has been 
reading all week in the papers. He considers the church 
a place for “peace and comfort” away from the storms 
of life. 

Protestants are slightly more in favor of open discus- 
sion of current questions than Catholics. 


Increasing Interest in Religion : 

ANOTHER Gallup question was, “Have you noticed an 
increase in interest in your community since the war 
began?” 

Sixty-six per cent of the farmers questioned answered 
in the negative. Sixty per cent of the residents in small 
towns can see no increase in interest. In the larger 
communities 52 per cent of the residents fail to notice 
any gain. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Juius F. SEEBACH 


New Zealand has launched its long-argued plan for 
free medical care to the public, in spite of strenuous 
objections on the part of the physician organizations to 
government-paid fees. However, the plan has already 
been modified. Doctors may practice without submit- 
ting to the law-prescribed system of fees. On the other 
hand, they cannot go to law to collect unpaid fees. Fur- 
ther, if the patient seeks private treatment, he cannot 
recover more than $1.50 a visit from the public social 
security fund. As the matter stands, no one—state, 
patient, doctor—is satisfied with the situation. Never- 
theless the labor government is preparing to go further 
and apply similar legislation to surgical cases. 


R. H. Markham, in The Christian Science Monitor, 
has recently asked the public to appreciate Mexico’s 
“Epic Fight for Democracy.” He lays stress upon the 
faith in democracy manifested particularly by the rural 
communities. He stresses the erection in nearly every 
town or village of statues to their heroes—“liberators .. . 
champions of little men.” He paints a bright picture of 
the future for the Mexican people, which would be wel- 
come to all of us. But the picture is blurred by the fact 
that for the present at least the large and aggressive 
workers’ organizations are practically all communist, 
while the privileged classes swing with equal fervor to- 
ward Fascism. The fastest-growing movement in Mex- 
ico of recent years has been that of the Sinarquistas, 
essentially a Fascist movement. The latest shadow has 
been cast by the Cardenas faction, which does not like 
the liberalism of the present administration. The Car- 
denistas were able to control the late negotiations of the 
oil dispute in a way unfavorable to our victimized cit- 
izens. Even the benevolent paternalism of the Mexican 
government seems to be breaking down. Recently a 
group of farmers in the State of Sinaloa embarrassed 
their government by asking that land confiscated by the 
authorities and distributed to the peons be returned to 
its original owners. The significance lies in the fact that 
they decided’ they were better off as tenant farmers. 
Perhaps Mexico’s cure depends upon more and better 
democracy. 


Recently the public was blandly assured that “the 
Catholic Church never takes part in politics.” It is a 
strange statement in view of the fact that a number of 
sovereign states have political representatives in con- 
stant attendance upon the Vatican, and our own U. S. A. 
has several times been led into a coy flirtation that has 
been by no means one-sided. That, of course, is state- 
craft; and we are not supposed to know enough about 
that. But what about internal politics—touching public 
schools, for instance? Here again we have Father 
Husslein’s noble disclaimer in his weighty volume, God 
and Caesar: “It is false to say that the church has op- 
posed the public schools in the United States... . It has 
merely declared them unavailable for her children.” 
Now the Catholic hierarchy of Ohio, and Archbishop 
Schrems in particular, seem not to have learned of 
these utterances, for they have been trying for some 
time to control at least the public school funds. Again, 


for the last two years they have had a majority bloc of 
five Catholics dominating the Cleveland School Board. 
Not satisfied with that, the Archbishop recently issued 
a pastoral letter to be read in all the Catholic churches 
of Cuyahoga County, demanding the election of an all- 
Catholic school board in Cleveland. A reaction took 
place which led to the formation of a “Citizens’ Com- 
mittee,” which in the ensuing election restored an evenly 
divided school board by the election of a Protestant. 
With the help of a “liberal” Catholic on the board, the 
Protestants are breathing more freely for the time be- 
ing. Archbishop Schrembs’ interference evidently in- 
dicates that he follows rather the position of Orestes 
Brownson, a zealous convert and propagandist, who de- 
clared: “We deny, as Catholics, the right of civil gov- 
ernment to educate, for education is a function of the 
spiritual society.” It is well for Protestants to remember 
this more realistic attitude of Catholicism to our schools, 
for it is the more common basis on which it operates. 


A Recent Issue of the official German monthly, Das 
Reich, carries some interesting figures of the past and 
present of neo-paganism. Das Reich rejoices in the fact 
that “neo-pagans have increased in Germany by 40 per 
cent since 1934—that is, during the last seven years, 
with all the tendencies of the ruling body in their favor. 
The ratio is rather impressive, until Das Reich adds 
another ratio—‘they now number 3.5 per cent of the 
population,” and these are largely concentrated in the 
urban centers. In Berlin their numbers rise to 10.2 per 
cent of the city’s population, while the ratio is reported 
to be 7.5 per cent in Hamburg and 6.2 per cent in Vienna. 
The larger proportions in urban centers are natural, but 
not really significant, since these are also the centers of 
the chief pressure groups. The neo-pagans are likely to 
duplicate the discouraging experiences of “the militant 
godless” in Russia; they face the same prospect—a petty 
past and a precarious present point to a futile future. 


Foreign-born Citizens of the U. S. A. might study the 
following incident with interest and profit. Three Italo- 
Americans—a father and two sons—sought, in a mo- 
ment of patriotic amnesia (November 18) to adopt 
Italian citizenship at Genoa. The father was born in 
San Francisco eighty-four years ago; the two sons were 
born in Genoa, and presumably all of them continued 
to reside there. This is probably an example of the too- 
frequent type of immigrant who acted on the principle 
—“America da place to make-a da mon’, but Italy da 
place-a to live.” The curious situation that has risen, 
however, is that their petition to become good Italians 
has been (November 22) denied, according to a report 
published in the government’s Official Gazette. It is an 
embarrassing situation for the Rosasco family—Albert, 
the father, William and Harold, so named by their Amer- 
ican mother, wife of Albert, who also had an American 
mother. They have damaged their absentee citizenship 
here; have had their generous offer to Italy repulsed, 
yet are all liable to military service for the country that 
spurns them. There ought to be a method for disfran- 
chising absentee citizens and those who don’t practice it. 
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Clee Vor Wethany 


By LETA SCHAEFER WIERSON 


ALTHEA Merritt, fresh from the interview with Susan 
Gregg, dour superintendent of the Bethany Home for 
Old People, dashed down the hall, never seeing Toby 
Turner, man of all work, until she ran squarely into 
him. 

“Oh, I’m sorry, Toby,” she gasped. “I guess ’m not 
wholly responsible. Gregg just told me she is leaving 
for a few days and I’m to have charge of the Home over 
Christmas. And after all the fine plans I made to be 
with my family! They might as well be four thousand 
miles away as forty for all the good it will do me.” 

“Christmas ain’t much here at Bethany,” Toby ad- 
mitted dolefully. “I reckon I ought to know; I’ve spent 
twenty of them.” 

Twenty Christmases at Bethany and she, Althea, pity- 
ing herself because she had to spend one! “Why don’t 
they have a real Christmas; why doesn’t somebody do 
something about it?” she demanded. 

Out of the dusk of the hall, Fran Abbott emerged. 
She was the dietitian at the home, a tall, thin, sallow 
girl, older than Althea by two years. “Because, my dear, 
that happens to be Susan Gregg’s idea of a suitable 
Bethany celebration; and if I were you I wouldn’t change 
it. Excitement isn’t good for the old people Gregg says.” 

“But it would be such a happy kind of excitement,” 
Althea protested. Then suddenly she faced her two com- 
panions, her eyes alight with resolution. “Listen, both 
of you. I’m in charge here. We’re going to have such a 
Christmas as Bethany has never seen! Do you hear? I 
want both of you to help me.” 

Toby smiled gratefully. “I know where I can get a 
tree, a fine one.” 

“You can count me out,” Fran snapped. “You are 
letting yourself in for trouble, and I will have no part 
in it.” 

But it took more than Fran’s curt refusal to daunt 
Althea now that her mind was made up. Even Mrs. 
Markham’s whining—she was one of the old people— 
had little effect upon her. Something not wholly unlike 
a Christmas carol soared and sang in her heart and sent 
her through the duties of a nurse with gaily tripping 
feet. And all the while she planned. “We are going to 
have a lovely old-fashioned Christmas right here in 
Bethany,” she told little Mrs. Whittaker, another of the 
old people, as she rubbed her back. 

Mrs. Whittaker caught at her hand and whispered 
hopefully: “You do think Lucy will come for Christmas, 
don’t you? It has been so long!” 

Althea pressed the thin fingers in her own firm grip 
before answering. “She may come; but China is a long 
way off, you know. You mustn’t be too disappointed if 
she doesn’t get here.” 

Mrs. Whittaker nodded. Her only child, a daughter 
Lucy, had died at ten. Only in the mother’s befogged 
mind was she a woman grown doing a valiant work in 
foreign mission fields. For years her return had been 
awaited with utmost patience. Althea mentally made 
note of the fact that if Christmas was to be happy for 
Mrs. Whittaker it would have to include Lucy. 


It was quite late when Althea reached the room she 
shared with Fran. Fran, in robe and slippers, was doing 
her nails. As Althea entered she looked up. “Are you 
serious about this Bethany Christmas?” she demanded. 

Althea sank luxuriously into an easy chair. “As 
serious as I have ever been in my young life. It’s going 
to be loads of fun, Fran. Toby and I have it all planned. 
There’s to be a tall, really beautiful tree trimmed in old- 
fashioned trappings—popcorn, cranberries, paper chains, 
candy canes, frosted cookies, and tinfoil stars. Every- 
body will have a part in it, even the grumbling Mrs. 
Markham—I hope! We will decorate with wreaths of 
pine and holly and put mistletoe on the hall chandelier. 
There will be candlelight and carol singing and glad 
Christmas greetings of peace and goodwill and—” she 
stopped for breath. 

“Mistletoe on the hall chandelier! At Bethany!” 
Fran’s voice was scornful. “That is what I call wasted 
effort.” 

“Oh no it isn’t,” protested Althea vehemently. “Why, 


Fran, I’m ready to wager my best Christmas present — 


that if the Lathams spy it, Ben will plant a resounding 
smack on his Polly’s cheek without hesitation. Of all 
the old people they are the happiest—and after fifty- 
five years of togetherness.” 

No sooner had Althea finished than she could have 


bitten off her tongue for gabbling so heedlessly. For a: 


moment Fran had lifted stricken eyes. She lowered them 
quickly but not before Althea noted the shine of tears. 

“T’m—sorry, Fran.” 

“It’s quite all right,” Fran Abbott answered. “It’s just 
that Christmas with all its gayety brings everything 
back so vividly. We who were to be so happy! Now 
lcok at us.” 

Althea’s heart ached with pity. One short year ago 
on Christmas Eve Fran and Bill Abbott had been mar- 
ried in the parsonage at Crystal City, the parsonage 
that housed the Merritts. Evan Merritt, Althea’s father, 
had married them. Fran had been so happy then, so 
gay; Bill had been so tender and protective. It was 
almost unbelievable when the two parted six months 
later, Fran to resume her work at Bethany, Bill to bury 
himself in his job at the garage. In the months that fol- 
lowed each had stubbornly refused to make an attempt 
at reconciliation. Yet Althea, catching Fran in this un- 
guarded moment, knew that for her there could never 
be any happiness in any kind of Christmas that did not 
include Bill. 

In the days that followed Christmas preparations at 
Bethany went merrily forward. Toby drafted Bella, the 
cook, and Annie, the maid, into assisting. Mrs. Mark- 
ham grumbled, but she also strung popcorn; Mrs. 
Whittaker’s frail hands fashioned paper chains; the 
Lathams made wreaths by the dozens. 

Then suddenly Christmas came, cold and white and 
clear. The stars were still calm and bright above a 
hushed, expectant world when the festivities began at 
Bethany. The carol singers met in the kitchen and, 
warmed by steaming coffee, trailed up the draughty 
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stairs singing “Joy to the World.” Ben’s tenor was 
wheezy, Toby’s bass uncertain, and Bella’s contribution 
was plainly a monotone: but Althea’s clear high soprano 
and Annie’s contralto carried them safely through “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing,” “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” 
and “Silent Night, Holy Night.” When they had finished 
little Mrs. Whittaker called out from behind her closed 
door: “It was beautiful—like the angels of heaven.” 

Mid-day brought a bountiful dinner. Over the turkey 
and sage dressing hoarded memories of other Christ- 
-mases were brought out and shared. Polly Latham, 
silver-haired, pink-cheeked, gave her contribution, look- 
_ing at Ben every moment as she spoke. “It was the first 
year we were married. Ben and I were very young and 
_when we quarreled three weeks before Christmas I went 
home to mother. The queerest part of it is that I can’t 
| even remember what it was that we quarreled about, 
| though it was terribly important then. On Christmas 
| Eve Ben came bringing me a musical album that I knew 
he couldn’t afford. I found out afterwards that he bought 
it with money he needed for shoes. He was so sweet 
_ that he made me ashamed, and I went back home with 

him. But,” she drew a little sigh, “I’ve never forgotten 
how nearly I cheated myself out of all these rich years. 
with Ben.” 

During the recital Fran’s face took on a pained ex- 
_ pression as though she, too, was remembering a quarrel. 
_ Althea slipped out of the room unnoticed, choosing 
_ this moment to telephone her Christmas greetings home 
_ to the Merritts. And when she had greeted every one 
_ from father down to Dirke, the youngest brother, she 
called for Mother Merritt again. “You'll do it for me, 
Mother? Thank you, so much. At seven.” 

It was almost five when the old people assembled in 
the Bethany parlors for the main festivities of the day. 
Curtains were drawn against the dark and the cold, and 
only the magic touch of candlelight played on the fa- 
miliar objects of the rooms. Ben Latham stood before 
the assembled group and read the beautiful Christmas 
story as given in scriptures, his rich voice rising and 
falling in pleasant cadences upon the willing ears of his 
listeners. He gave a short prayer, too, touching in its 
simplicity and sincerity. When that part of the program 
had been taken care of, Toby Turner, happy in the role 
of a red-suited Santa Claus, came in to do his turn by 
distributing the gifts under the Christmas tree. Althea’s 
hurried appeal to church organizations not to forget 
Bethany had evidently been heeded, for boxes and 
bundles were heaped high. With many a flourish Toby 
dealt out the gifts one by one. There were bits of cloth- 
ing, candy, soap, letter paper, materials for handcraft 
along with other specialized little remembrances. For 
Mrs. Whittaker there was a whole set of sewing gadgets 
compactly fitted into a brown leather kit. “It’s from my 
Lucy,” she cried delightedly, “all the way from China.” 

“T don’t believe it,’ Mrs. Markham began, whereupon 
Althea swooped down upon her with an open box of 
chocolates, hoping meanwhile that Mrs. Whittaker had 
not heard. After all, if she wanted to give little Mrs. 
Whittaker a gift with Lucy’s name attached whose busi- 
ness was it? 

Then it was time for the carols. The old people, hap- 
pier than they had been for years, clustered around the 
piano as Althea struck the opening chord. She glanced 
guickly at the clock, and something like fear clutched 
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at her heart, for it was almost seven. The distribution of 
gifts had taken longer than she anticipated. Was she 
being meddlesome, she wondered. But the old people 
were waiting, so she began “The First Noel.” Soon after 
that it was “Silent Night, Holy Night.” Fifty quavering 
voices carried gallantly through the first stanza. They 
had reached that part where shepherds were quaking 
at the sight when the doorbell rang violently. 

“Get that, will you, Fran?” called Althea, then went 
on singing, “Heavenly hosts sing hallelujah.” But 
Althea Merritt didn’t even know she was singing. Her 
eyes were upon Bill Abbott, who was swiftly taking 
Fran into his arms, holding her as though he would 
never let her go. Then Althea forgot to sing at all. 
“Right under the mistletoe,’ she chortled. 

The carols were over. Althea rose and faced the old 
people. “And now, my dears, our Christmas has come to 
an end. Has it been a happy one?” 

The reply was stirring. “Very well, then, let us go to 
our rooms and quiet down.” 

Mrs. Whittaker plucked at her sleeve. “You'll stop in 
before I go to sleep? Id like to tell you about Lucy.” 

“Yes, indeed; I’ll come and tuck you in,” she prom- 
ised. Then Althea Merritt stood rooted to the spot. On 
the threshold of the parlors stood Susan Gregg. 

“Su—Miss Gregg! We weren’t expecting you so soon.” 

“So it would appear,” replied the superintendent. 

Althea never knew how she set the room to rights or 
got out of it in her embarrassment. All she remembered 
was that something like two hours later she stopped to 
see Mrs. Whittaker, the last call of the evening. She 
found Mrs. Whittaker propped up in bed with the night 
table in front of her. She had been writing to Lucy. 
The unfinished letter lay before her. “It has been such 
a happy Christmas, dear; I wish you might have been 
here,” she had written. Then casually Althea glanced at 
Mrs. Whittaker and gave a little cry at what she saw. 
In the quiet of the Christmas night Lucy had come for 
her and had led her back to a place where there would 
be no more patient waiting. 

Quickly Althea came to her senses. Had the excite- 
ment been too much for little Mrs. Whittaker? How 
was she to report the passing of this lovely woman to 
dour Susan Gregg, who did not believe in festivitives 
for the old people? On dragging feet she sought the 
office to report. 

In her plainly furnished office Susan Gregg sat before 
her desk. She appeared very old and very tired and not 
at all approachable. When Althea had finished her mes- 
sage Susan Gregg did not speak. It was not until the 
girl had reached the door on her way out that the super- 
intendent seemed to come to life. 

“T don’t recall that I specified how Christmas was to 
be observed at Bethany this year;’I think I left that 
entirely to your discretion.” Then her voice took on a 
warmer, more human note: “I wouldn’t take Mrs. 
Whittaker’s death too seriously, Althea. She was given 
but six months to live when she came to us a year ago.” 

Althea looked up gratefully, but before she could 
speak Susan Gregg continued, slowly as though it were 
hard to give so much of herself. “Some of us have 
allowed ourselves to grow drab in the work at Bethany, 
but you must never do that. You bring such eagerness 
and buoyancy to your tasks here that it is a tonic for all 
of us. You have something that the old people need.” 
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The Church Pensions 


Conference 


By Harry HODGES 


In the days immediately preceding Thanksgiving Day, 
there convenes annually in New York City the Church 
Pensions Conference. Its members are the executive 
secretaries and treasurers of twenty-five denominational 
pension boards, the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. 
There are usually fifty persons in attendance. 

This year the Conference met in the Hotel Pennsy]l- 
vania, November 25 and 26. The writer occupies a 
unique position in the Conference. His is the only board 
still operating a non-contributory system, yet for a num- 
ber of years he has been secretary-treasurer of the Con- 
ference. A stepchild, well treated. 

The Conference represents endowment funds amount- 
ing to $210,563,795 with an income of $18,933,931 and 
pension payments amounting to $12,428,917 annually to 

' 41,093 pensioners. All branches of the Lutheran Church 
are members of the Conference. 

As we travel about endeavoring to sell the contribu- 
tory pension plan, the question is frequently asked: “Do 
you think that you can get Lutheran congregations to 
contribute a percentage of the salary toward the min- 
isters’ pensions?” Read what the others have done in 
a very short time: 


Ministers Congregations 
Paying Paying 
CHURCH of Minigiereoe, AoF ears  eaeeelary 
American Wise case 1,655 682 514 
AU SuSstaniay seca 932 826 870 
MissHUrlit rot ccasewt 5,400 PAA, 1,270 
Norwegian 2.0.eeme 1,409 434 2,418 


Is the United Lutheran Church less benevolent than her 
sister bodies? 

We will not attempt to compare the Lutheran bodies 
with the denominations. The picture would not be 
pleasant. On second thought we will show you one 
picture. The Congregational Church with a member- 
ship of 1,058,807 gave to its Pension Board in 1940 
Christmas gifts amounting to $74,000. The United 
Lutheran Church with a membership of 1,272,561 gave 
to its Pension Board Christmas gifts in 1940 amounting 
to $4,647. 

It seems strange that the “reine lehre” of which we 
boast fails to make people as benevolent as other types 
of lehre which we consider not so rein. 

The Federal Social Security Plans were thoroughly 
discussed. The Government has definitely decided to 
exclude ministers from the plan, but there is a bill 
pending in Congress to place the Church’s lay workers 
in it. This has two powerful allies: the labor organiza- 
tions are behind it and the Government needs the money 
that it would bring in for its defense program. The Con- 
ference is opposed even to the inclusion of lay workers. 
The denominations are operating pension plans for them 
as well as for the clergy. 

There are many reasons why the Conference was 
opposed to the inclusion even of lay workers. Three 
will suffice: It is a violation of the Protestant doctrine 
of the separation of church and state. It creates class 
distinction. All Protestant lay employees would be in- 
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cluded. Most Catholic lay employees would be excluded, 
because they belong to orders. It is an entering wedge 
for the Government to tax the church. It opens the 
churches to increasing taxation from which they are 
now exempt as well as supervision and regulation of 
certain of their activities. 
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Dear reader, if you are opposed to this inclusion, write _ 


to your senators and congressmen and tell them so. 


Christmas Boxes for Chinese 


Children 


Chinese children receive Christmas boxes sent by 
American children in California 


From the Rev. L. Grady Cooper, missionary in China, 
Tue LUTHERAN received the following story: 


Tweny-six pasteboard boxes were received through | 


the International Relief Association of Tsingtao for dis- 
tribution to poor Chinese children. These boxes came 
from the Red Cross association as Christmas boxes to 
be distributed among Chinese children in order that 
they might experience some of the same joy that Amer- 
ican boys and girls receive when they get a present. 

These boxes were packed by American boys and girls 
in twelve schools in California. Of the twenty-six boxes, 
fourteen were filled with English walnuts. Of the re- 
maining, seven were marked for girls and five for boys. 
Although they were not large—about one foot long and 
four inches wide and deep—they contained enough pres- 
ents to be distributed to 148 boys and girls, so that each 
child received a token of the friendship of the American 
children who sent them. These gifts included toy auto- 
mobiles, pencil sharpeners, combs, marbles, balls, 
crayons, pads, etc. 

Miss Erva Moody of the Bible Institute was asked to 
take these boxes and have the young women of the 
Institute prepare them for distribution. They were 
taken to the Lutheran Sunday school in the slum dis- 
trict at Tsingtao, near the small harbor, where many 
children gather every Sunday. The faces of the children 
were brighter than usual and bore a look of anticipation 
and joy. After the classes their names were called, and 
as they passed by a gift was handed them. Could the 
American children see the real happiness on the faces 
of these little Chinese, their Christmas joy would cer- 
tainly be increased. 
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A WEEK'S VIGIL 

| Kacawa cabled American Christians, appealing for 
| prayer and influence on the government to maintain 
| peace between his country and ours. In the midst of 
! the tension in this town which brings the President hur- 
| riedly back from Warm Springs, Stanley Jones sug- 
| gested that the churches hold a week’s vigil praying for 
_ peace and divine guidance. The vigil started in Epiphany 
Church November 28 at 10.00 P. M., and is scheduled 
to continue for seven days, twenty-four hours daily. 
This 168-hour-long prayer service is a constructive dem- 
> aaa of possibilities not yet developed for united 
effort. 


“CIVIL WAR" 


War has been declared between the War Department 
and the Public Health Service. Secretary Stimson calls 
it a “civil war between departments.” It was to have 
been expected after the severe report of Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Thomas Parran and his assistant, R. A. Vonderlehr. 
The doctors claim, for example, that the gonorrhea rate 
soared from 27 per 1,000 at the beginning of the selective 
service to 40.3 this summer. Let’s state the issue clearly. 
The fact that a young man is accepted in the selective 
service draft is positive proof, as far as science can go, 
that he is physically clean of any social disease. In fact, 
only the cream of the youth crop can pass all the draft 
tests. To think of so many of America’s finest youth 
becoming contaminated makes one wonder if the price 
is too high to pay for the defense of the four freedoms. 
Taking youth away from normal social surroundings 
does seem to awaken in many the baser passions, which 
are only a part of the war system. But the Christian 
ethic stands, and that means abstinence. The govern- 
ment certainly has some responsibility when it takes 
youth into its service and by any camp situation throws 
them upon the drinking joints and prostitutes that 
allegedly surround many camp sites. 


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 


Wirx the population of the Capital City increasing 
50,000 in one year, officials of the Washington school 
system prepared for an overflow attendance this fall. 
To their surprise, the attendances this year are lower 
than previously. Now the superintendents have been 
trying to reason why. They’ve discovered that all the 
vocational schools have had considerable drops in reg- 
istration, due to the increase of employment possibil- 
ities at such defense centers as the Navy Yard. Another 
contributing factor to the failure of the school attendance 
to “skyrocket” is the fact that the largest section of new 
residents are young men and women who are unmar- 
ried. Many other new government employees have come 
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on temporary appointments and have left the families 
“in the states” where they can continue their accus- 
tomed school, church and community relationships. All 
of this complicates the already difficult problem of de- 
veloping a civic morale. People have to “sink roots” 
and “belong.” That’s hard to do here. 


DOCUMENTS IN HIDING 


Capttot officials have just taken the first steps to- 
ward protecting the treasures in the United States Cap- 
itol from air raids. Studies are being made in the sub- 
terranean passages deep down under the Capitol to hide 
official papers and ancient documents now scattered in 
various offices. Perhaps the first to be assured the safest 
keeping is the original Monroe Doctrine, which is in 
President Monroe’s own handwriting. Somebody re- 
membered that the British burned the Capitol in 1814 
and an alert clerk of the House ran ahead of the ap- 
proaching army and buried some precious papers in the 
old Congressional Cemetery. The Library of Congress, 
as previously reported on this page, has already taken 
steps to protect sacred documents in its keeping. 


SOME INTERESTING FOLKS 

Dr. Zebarney T. Phillips, former rector of Epiphany 
Episcopal Church, Chaplain of the Senate and now dean 
of the Cathedral, is a graduate of Wittenberg College 
and holds an honorary degree from Gettysburg... . 
Dr. Raymond J. Seeger, professor of physics in George 
Washington University and member of the Board of 
Education of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
is in charge of chapel services at the university and fre- 


quently speaks in Washington pulpits. ... Mrs. Harper 
Sibley in a speech here recently said: “The substance 
of the future is in the prayers of the present.” ....A 


Washington preacher who has raised $300,000 on his 
church debt during the past eight years was asked for 
his greatest experience across these years. His answer: 
“My survival.” . .. Justice Owen J. Roberts of the 
Supreme Court is senior warden of the vestry and active 
president of the Men’s Club of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. 


MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

in the capital city are too closely related numerically. 
Through the left door of the Clerk’s Office in the 
District of Columbia Court for the year ending June 
1941, 10,201 persons passed to get the law’s permission 
to marry. During the same period through the right 
door to the same office 2,335 persons passed, asking the 
law to untie their marriage. Only a thin plaster partition 
separates the doors; but what a difference! Get that 
statistic: 23 per cent as many divorces as weddings. 
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The Status of War 


From these considerations follows the third and de- 
cisive non-pacifist argument: The Christian is a citizen 
of the state, and if it is right for the state to wage war, 
it is the duty of the citizen to obey the siate’s command 
to bear arms. The determining factor here is the ac- 
knowledgment that civic responsibility, instead of being 
something outside of, and antithetical to, the wi'l of 
God, is itself grounded in the will of God and therefore 
valid and binding. To say that the Christian is an in- 
dividual answerable only to God is untrue. He is also a 
member of a home, a church, a community, a naticn, a 
state. God has set him to discharge his obligations, not 
in isolated privacy, but within these divinely ordained 
frameworks of living. This is the old Lutheran doctrine 
of the “orders of creation” which many non-Lutherans 
are beginning to discover. But closely connected with 
it is another characteristically Lutheran emphasis: the 
sanctity of common everyday work. In Luther’s words, 
“a cobbler, a smith, a farmer, everyone who has his 
occupation and office, is a bishop and a priest.” The 
same applies to the calling of the soldier. 


Private Versus Corporate Reasoning 

The conception of civic responsibility is a criterion 
which clearly distinguishes between the status of the 
pacifist and of the non-pacifist in society. The aon- 
pacifist, seeing that coercive measures are a necessary 
condition for the existence of the state, seeks to do his 
part in carrying out these measures regardless of his 
personal feelings. The pacifist, too, must admit the 
necessity of force but he asks for private reasons to be 
excused from administering it. 

This suggestion of recognizing a “pacifistic order” 
reveals an emphasis which Dr. Cadoux shares with 
many other clear-sighted pacifists. It is an acknowledg- 
ment that consistent pacifism leads to a withdrawal from 
the world in the manner of the medieval orders, an 
adoption of the view so fiercely attacked by Luther that 
the highest type of morality cannot be consummated 
within the setting of everyday life. This position is also 
an implicit denial of the universal applicability of 
pacifism and an affirmation of a double standard. Man- 
kind as a whole, lacking in the finer Christian sensibil- 
ities of the pacifist, is consigned to the lower level of 
mere civic duty with its attendant horrors of war, while 
the pacifist is the keeper of pure Christianity. That way 
lies spiritual pride, while the tension involved in devo- 
tion to duty in spite of its unavoidable sinfulness makes 
for penitence. Moreover, the question is at least debat- 
able whether the pacifist conscience, preoccupied largely 
with its own feelings, is as sensitive as the non-pacifist 
conscience which thinks objectively in terms of obliga- 
tions. And finally, Christianity at its purest is not un- 
yielding commitment to a principle, be it non-violence 
or love or any other. It is humble trust in a forgiving 
Saviour. 


Omaha Ruling Correct 

We have surveyed the pacifist and the non-pacifist 
attitudes in search of the truth that must guide the 
Christian conscience as it confronts the problem of war. 
The conclusion to which our study leads us is expressed 


Different Views of Ethical and Religious 
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by the resolution adopted by the United Lutheran 
Church at Omaha: “We hold that a justifiable war not 
only may be possible, but that the Christian is in duty 
bound to bear arms and to offer his life if need be in 
defence of his country.” We believe that this answer 
accords with Scripture, with the witness of the Church 
through the ages, and with the highest attainable 
morality. The final decision, however, rests with each 
individual conscience and cannot be dictated from with- 
out While pacifism offers no practicable strategy for 
the maintenance of justice in a sinful world, # is con- 
ceivable that some individuals may have received from 
the diversity of the gifts of the Spirit a unique but gen- 
uine vocation to bear witness to the Christian ideal of 
love by withdrawing from ordinary civic duty. It is also 
possible that specific occasions may arise when the con- 
science of a Christian, convinced of the presence of 
“wickedness in high places,” cannot become reconciled 
to the aims or methcds of the state, as when, for ex- 
ample, he is asked to draw the sword in defence of an 
avowedly anti-Christian government. In such instances 
Christians should, in the words of the Augsburg Con- 
fession, consider the command of the government as “a 
command to sin,” and “then they ought to obey God 
rather than man.” A prophetic attitude of this type 
calls for a heroic willingness to suffer whatever penalties 
the state sees fit to impose, and it must rever be inter- 
preted as morally superior to that of other Christians 
whose sense of duty leads them to the battlefield. 


The Personal Task 

But a Christian has not fulfilled his whole duty with 
reference to war either by abstention or by participa- 
tion. He must consecrate himself to positive and dynamic 
Christian peace-making, to an unremitting struggle, with 
the help of God, against those forces of evil which cause 
war. Knowing how stubborn the roots of selfishness and 
resentment are in his own life and his immediate rela- 
tionships with his fellowmen, he looks for no easy selu- 
tion to the problem of removing them from the world. 

He is a citizen of two kingdoms. He meets the respon- 
sibilities of his political citizenship in a spirit of sac- 
rificial loyalty, not only because he is grateful for the 
material blessings which he enjoys as a citizen, but be- 
cause he brings into civic duty a lofty conception of the 
state as a divinely appointed order of existence. But he 
is also a member of the Church of Christ, the fellowship 
of the redeemed, which transcends all national boun- 
daries. He maintains at all costs the bond of this fel- 
lowship, and he prays even for his enemies. The basic 
values of this fellowship, unconditioned by the success 
or the failure incurred in the political efforts toward a 
warless world, already provide a foretaste of God’s ulti- 
mate purpose for the nations. The Christian trusts in 
the promise of the Word that the meek, not the violent. 
will inherit the earth, and that the kingdoms of the earth 
will in the end revert to their rightful owner, God and 
His Christ. [THe Enp] 
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Principles Presented in Serial Dascusston—V 
By HERBERT T. WEISKOTTEN 
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THERE is a practical angle to this problem which the 
non-pacifist has commonly overlooked but which is very 
real to the pacifist. As long as we engage in theological 
dialectics we shall not come upon it. But the pastor 
who gets about in his town ringing the doorbells of the 
unchurched and unearthing the reasons for their in- 
difference will not be long in discovering a realistic fact: 
the great number of veterans of the last war who are 
indifferent to the church and who trace their indiffer- 
ence to the incongruity between the church’s preaching 
of a gospel of love and the vociferous backing she gave 
to the murderous business of that war. Try to rationalize 
that backing as one may, nevertheless to the man in the 
street it still contradicts the central teachings of Jesus 
as found in the Gospels. If the church again repudiates 
the central theme of her message and declares that it is 
impractical for dealing with the problem of human re- 
lationships, she will have forfeited her right, in the eyes 
of the average layman, to speak to him with prophetic 
authority about a better way of life. She will have 
identified herself too completely with the kingdoms of 
this world and their ways. 


Obligations Dual 

The interpretation which Dr. Harkness and others 
have placed on II Cor. 5: 18-21 is not mistaken. True, 
the immediate context speaks only of the reconciliation 
of man with God. But just as God’s forgiveness is con- 
ditioned upon man’s forgiveness to man (Matt. 6: 14, 
15), so the reconciliation of man with God presupposes 
man’s sincere effort to be reconciled with his fellowman 
(Matt. 5: 23, 24). The church’s duty to God cannot be 
detached from her duty to man. Let her not toss this 
fact aside lightly, for the second great commandment is 
“like unto” the first. “On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.” The church exists 
not simply to reconcile man with God, but also to be 
a leavening force in the world, reconciling man with 
man. 

When Jesus taught His disciples the fundamental 
truths of life which cluster around the two great com- 
mandments, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart ... and thy neighbor as thyself,” he did not 
expect them to grasp the full import of that gospel. He 
told them “when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you unto all truth . . . and he will show you things 
to come.” It was Jesus’ expectation that His gospel 
would grow as men came to a fuller understanding of 
its fundamental principles. And so it has. 

Once the church solemnly believed that people should 
be compelled to come into the Kingdom of God, even 
by means of such exquisite tortures as the Inquisition 
was able to devise. This, men argued, was right. There 
was scriptural authority for it. But they had forgotten 
the broader expectations of the gospel—mercy and love. 
Today we turn in sickening revulsion from the instru- 
ments of torture which were once supposed to accom- 
plish a good end and wonder how men could ever so 
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misconstrue God’s purpose and so misunderstand His 
love. The church has broadened her vision of the truth. 


Slavery Once Approved 

Once the church solemnly believed that slavery was 
fully in accord with the gospel of Jesus. Did not Paul 
command slaves to be obedient to their masters—even 
the unjust ones? Nowhere did Jesus say anything specific 
against slavery. Coming repeatedly into contact with 
slaves and masters, He never suggested that this system 
was incompatible with His gospel. But today we no 
longer argue that slavery is a sacred institution because 
Paul advised slaves to be obedient to their masters. We 
have found a higher authority in the gospels, and we 
have felt ourselves compelled to push the horizon of our 
Christianity beyond the limits of Paul’s vision on this 
question. 

So, likewise, the Christian conscience will some day 
cease to argue that war is justifiable because Paul ad- 
vised the Christians of his day to obey the powers that 
ke. For we shall find a higher authority in the gospels 
and feel ourselves compelled to push the horizon of our 
Christianity beyond the limits of Paul’s vision on this 
question also. 

And that progress will continue. The Word of God is 
not bound. The place which the Christian pacifist covets 
for his church is in the very van of this trek toward the 
time when God’s will shall be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

On these grounds he finds the statement adopted by 
the United Lutheran Church at Omaha disappointing 
and inadequate. Rather he finds himself compelled to 
say: War can never be a medium for carrying out the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. On the contrary, the church’s 
mission is the ministry of reconciliation, reconciling man 
to man as well as man to God. The Christian is in duty 
bound to employ this method in dealing with the prob- 
lems of human relationships and to offer his life if need 
be in defense of his faith. 

The Omaha Statement proclaims a profound lack of 
faith in the basic principles of Jesus’ teaching and in 
the power of His gospel to establish His kingdom on 
earth by means of a redemptive and suffering love. It 
simply endorses the old Machiavellian principle that the 
end justifies the means, whereas Jesus insists that the 
means determine the end. It leaves the church just 
where she too often has been, entangled with Caesar 
and his methods. It leaves the church wide open to the 
skeptic’s withering criticism: What do ye more than 
others? It leaves our people without spiritual leader- 
ship in this crisis. 

Until the church recognizes the implications of her 
own inimtiable faith, her call to teach men an “other 
way,” her own divine foolishness, if you will, she will 
remain impotent to appeal to the world as having the 
power of God unto salvation. 

The Christian Church has probably never faced a 
more critical time nor looked into a more glorious op- 
portunity than at the present moment. Her response to 
it may well be her life or death for generations to come. 
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Among Ourselves _ 
Christmas and Our Children 


Do you remember “The Poor Little Rich Girl’? It 
was a highly moral and somewhat sentimental story of a 
little girl who had everything that money could buy; 
but not happiness. Like many highly moral and senti- 
mental stories, there was a good deal of truth in it. It 
may not be artistic to point out the facts that are right 
under people’s noses, but that does not make these facts 
less true. 

The vast majority of American children at Christmas- 
time remind me of the poor little rich girl. They have 
so many things that quite often the happiness they ought 
to get is lost in the confusion. Toys, toys, so many toys 
they do not appreciate any of them. Little children 
throw their things around because they cannot decide 
upon what to concentrate. Seven-year-olds want two- 
wheel bicycles and seventeen-year-olds want flivvers. 
Between the two there lies a stage where they want 
nothing. They have everything, and nothing pleases 
them. For many, many children the days before Christ- 
mas are the build-up to an awful letdown, because all 
their lives they have had so much of everything that 
they get no real pleasure out of anything. 

This is really a dreadful state to which to condemn 
our children. But whether parents are poor or rich in 
this world’s goods, they take delight in showering their 
children with everything they can possibly get for them. 
Sometimes the poorer the family the more foolish the 
parents’ Christmas display. Many a mother skimps on 
vitamins to spread her small store of cash on silk-clad 
dolls and electric trains. 

The unselfish devotion of parents to their children is 
one of the noblest and most beautiful traits in human 
nature. No one would want to curb it, even if it could 
be curbed. But it is always rather sad to see sacrifice 
wasted. There is no doubt in my mind that showering 
youngsters with ostentatious gifts is wasted sacrifice. 
Instead of contributing to their true happiness, it works 
the other way in the long run. 

So often this lavish giving is a matter of following the 
line of least resistance. Particularly where the Santa 
Claus myth has been taught as absolute truth, it is 
easier to give the child what he asks for and what his 
playmates are getting than to face his possible disap- 
pointment. Then after the belief in Santa Claus is gone, 
father and mother try to step into Santa’s shoes. They 
don’t want to appear in their child’s eyes less generous 
than the family next door. They would rather give up 
some pet project of their own than have him dissatisfied. 

The average American child will be well provided 
with all sorts of things this year. Money is a tiny bit 
tighter in some quarters, but more plentiful in many. 
Most children will have many, many things. Whether 
or not they are happy, will depend very largely on the 
parents’ attitude toward Christmas. 

As we look back over past Christmases, few of us 
remember the gifts we received on specific occasions. 
We do remember special gifts that we had been desiring 
with our whole hearts and that became part of the fabric 
of our lives—a particular doll, a bicycle, a set of draw- 
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ing materials, or building blocks. But principally we 
remember the atmosphere of love and joy that filled 
the house and church we called our own. And we re- 
member best the years we felt a real part of that joy, 
the years we added to it in some way. 

As we plan our children’s Christmas pleasures, it is a 
good idea to plan definite things for them to do for 
others. Gifts for the family that are made with their 
own hands will make them and the person who receives 
the gift happiest. They should have a definite part in 
decorating their own home. They should make some 
contribution to the celebration at the church—decorat- 
ing their department, making gifts for shut-ins or under- 
privileged, a service project for home or foreign mis- 
sions, taking part in the Christmas service of their de- 
partment. The possibilities are endless. Children are 
much better at doing things than they were some years 
ago. Yet parents and Sunday school teachers have con- 
stantly to resist the temptation to do everything for 
them. “Yield not to temptation,’ might be our theme 
song this year. 


Variety the Invariable 


Ir you don’t believe that “variety is the most in- 
variable thing in nature,” just try to make two bouquets 
of flowers look exactly alike. You probably wouldn’t 
want to do it for your own home, but the formal ar- 
rangement of the altar almost demands two identical 
flower groupings. And so you begin by putting a blos- 
son in one vase and hunting for its twin to put in the 
other. That is when you discover that it has no twin. 
Size, color, the angle of the stem—always a difference. 

So at last you give up and are satisfied to have the 
flowers arranged to the best of your ability and place 
them lovingly on the altar. The more you think about 
ii, the more fitting it seems that the flowers should not 
be exactly the same. The altar, the cross, the candles, 
these things that speak to us of God are unchanging. 
The flowers, by their very frailness and diversity, sym- 
bolize the life of all things earthly. No one of them is 
perfect, perhaps. For what makes one beautiful bloom 
more perfect than another after all? Yet in a group 
upon the altar, turning their faces toward the candles 
and the cross, their loveliness is shot through with a 
message of divine purpose. The children’s hymn, “Oh, 
who can make a flower? I’m sure I can’t; can you?” runs 
through your mind. 

You sit there in the quiet church and if you are ina 
thoughtful mood, the flowers you have placed upon the 
altar are more than blossoms from a garden or a green- 
house. They are personalities. They are people. No 
two of them are quite alike. No one of them is perfect. 
Yet each is, in a sense, God’s image. They radiate a 
beauty they have not created. 

I wonder if the flowers on the altar ever think about 
their brothers dwarfed by poor soil or parched by too 
much heat? Do they yearn to help the scorched or 
mildewed members of their kind? Of course not. They 
are content with their own beauty. They are only 
flowers after all. 


ee ee, ee 
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Minister's Wife .. . .Pride Goeth Before a Fall 


The Lathrop Children Have the Grippe 


As I carried the tray into Joan’s room, I saw she was 
asleep. Placing my load on the bedside table, I drew 
the cover over her shoulders and raised the window. 

“Mother,” called Mark, from the next room. My exit 
from Joan’s room was as swift and silent as anything 
Houdini ever did. 

“Hush, dear. Joan’s just dropped off to sleep. I think 
it will do her good. Here, let me smooth your pillows. 
They are all in a heap. Then perhaps you can drift off 
to sleep too. How do you feel?” 

“Not so good. My head hurts and my throat hurts. 
And I don’t want to be sick for Christmas.” 

“Of course you don’t. The doctor’s medicine will start 
to help you soon. He thinks you won’t be laid up long. 
Your fever is not as high as Joan’s anyhow.” 

“Isn’t it? That’s good. But is Joan awfully sick? She 
will get well, won’t she?” 

“Of course, she will. You will both be fit as fiddles, 
if you are sensible children and do as you are told. How 
did the orange juice taste?” 

“That tasted good, but the milk was terrible. Are 
you sure it was today’s?” 

“Mark, you must stop worrying. It’s being sick that 
makes you such a fuss-box. Everything is going to be 
all right. The doctor and daddy and I have everything 
under control, so the quickest way for you to get well 
is to relax and let us manage things for you.” His end- 
less worrying had begun to get on my nerves. What 
does he think he has parents for, if he insists on man- 
aging everything himself? Then I laughed at my own 
irritation. The somewhat irreverent thought crossed my 
mind that perhaps our Father in heaven becomes a little 
irritated with some adults when they waste their pre- 
cious energy worrying about things they cannot help. 

“Did Tommy bring my copy of Pilot over from the 
church?” 

“Yes, here it is. I'll lay it right here by you, but I’d 
be glad if you didn’t read too long. See if you can’t get 
a nap while Joan is asleep. Then I’ll sit in the hall and 
read to both of you, if you like.” 

“Righto. There’s a neat continued story in here.” His 
teacher has suggested “Righto” as a substitute for the 
endless “O. K.’s” that dot his speech. To my relief and 
astonishment, he has taken it up. I don’t know what 
spell she used, but I am glad it worked. 

I got the orange juice I had just taken into Joan’s 
room and returned it to the refrigerator. The chicken 
soup was simmering on the stove. I couldn’t remember 
whether I had salted it or not. Had Mrs. Jeffers’ tele- 
phone call come before or after I tasted it? Better taste 
it again. 

At that moment the doorbell pealed. Mrs. Benson had 
brought a bowl of custard. 

“I thought it might taste good to them, and I know 
you have your hands full with two in bed at once. They 
probably keep you stepping. Or aren’t they well enough 
for that yet?” 

“Not yet, although Mark shows signs of becoming a 
bit demanding. This was certainly more than kind of 


you. Won’t you come in and sit down? I think the 
downstairs is reasonably free of germs.” 

“I’m really not the least bit afraid. I take good care 
of myself and I am hardly ever sick.” 

“Neither are Mark and Joan. I was just bragging that 
they hadn’t had a cold all winter when this set in. I 
usually keep a careful eye on them to make sure they 
are warmly dressed. But the other day while I was at 
the missionary meeting, they were racing around and 
got quite overheated. Then they decided they were too 
warmly dréssed for such a spring day. They took off 
their coats and sat down on the ground to cool off. When 
they saw me coming, their common sense suddenly came 
to life, and they put their things on before I saw them. 
In the morning both of them were feverish. They told 
me then what they had done; but it was too late to 
check the grippe.”’ 

“It is just a shame! Well, they may have learned their 
lesson.” 

“T guess I was due for a come down, though. They 
are so sensible most of the time that I relied too much 
on their being responsible. A case of ‘Let him who 
thinketh he stands take heed lest he fall’ perhaps.” 

“That is just the phrase of scripture my husband used 
to me last week. We were talking about forgiving peo- 
ple and I said I didn’t need to forgive anyone, because 
no one ever trespassed against me. Almost everyone is 
nice to me. But now this business of Mrs. Jeffers!” 

“Have you and Mrs. Jeffers had trouble?” 

“Trouble, indeed. She thinks that all of us have been 
neglecting Mary since we have been working so hard 
to interest the new people who have come to town. I 
was the first member of the evangelism committee she 
happened to get hold of and she certainly told me.” 

“Did she really? She was very sweet to me on the 
phone this morning. She called to enquire how the 
children were.” 

“Perhaps she has had a change of heart. And I 
couldn’t hold it against her anyhow. It just happens 
that I have been visiting new people and I suppose I 
have slipped up on my work on the Sunshine Commit- 
tee. But I can’t do everything.” 

“Maybe not. But you make a good try at it.” 


Naughty 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Tuts world would be a dif- 
ferent place 

If those who seek the In- 
fant’s grace a 

Had manners only half as ove 
mild \ ; 

As had the tender Heavenly NAUGHTY NORA 
Child. 
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Sacred S. 
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The Lord is at hand. Philippians 4:5 


In studying the revelations as to the future, some 
zealots read into the Bible their own pet theories. Of 
the Second Coming, however, we have definite assur- 
ance, in spite of the differences of opinion as to events 
preceding and attending. It is said that more than 350 
references to the Second Advent are found in the Bible. 
The Apostles’ Creed includes it definitely in the 
Church’s confession. God hands us the long-distance 
telescope of His revelation, and as we behold His ap- 
proaching advent we rejoice and exclaim with all true 
believers, “The Lord is at hand!” 


+ + + 


And there shall be signs in sun and moon and stars; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, in perplexity 
for the roaring of the billows; men fainting for fear, 
and for expectation of the things which are coming on 


the world. Luke 21: 25, 26 


In the autumn the falling of leaves and of early snow 
reminds us of the coming of winter and the ending of 
another year. These “falling” days bring a tinge of sad- 
ness, or at least of dreaming mysticism, to the reflecting 
spirit that faces life seriously. It is but a step from the 
poetic to the realistic view of time’s swift passing. If 
the word “fall” is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
“feallan,” it means primarily “what is befallen” as the 
natural or the appropriate thing. In such a sense the 
Scotch continue its usage. But whatever lot has befallen 
one in the course of the closing year it behooves the 
Christian to acknowledge all as fallen from the hands 
of God’s loving providence and grace. 


+ + + 


For the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. Luke 21: 26, 27 


Lorp Hauirax told a group of churchmen that he 
believed the defeat of militarism would come not from 
blockade, starvation, uprisings, or lack of fuel, equip- 
ment or men. But, he said confidently, the war will be 
finally won from the air. When the bombing force 
reaches the point of absolute supremacy over that of the 
enemy—which he claimed it inevitable—the ground 
forces will realize their helplessness and surrender from 
sheer necessity. The mightiest conflict of the ages will 
be decided from the heavens, when the Captain of our 
salvation will descend with legions of angels and hosts 
of the redeemed to bring to an end the warfare against 
the minions of evil that have despoiled the earth. 


+ +. + 
The dead in Christ shall rise first; then we that are 


alive, that are left, shall together with them be caught 


up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. 
I Thessalonians 4: 17 


“Wer are not likely to get anywhere if we do not know 
where we want to go,” said a leader who was nettled at 
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the lack of decision in his associates. One must keep 
his eyes on the goal to win. This life would be a great 
fiasco if detached from the life to come. The runner in 
the Christian race keeps his eyes on Jesus Christ not 
only as the “author” but as the “finisher of our faith.” 
He is at the end of the course, to reward the faithful 
and punish the guilty and impenitent. 


+ + + 


But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord. Numbers 14: 21 


In crucial times like these men wonder as to the out- 
come of the complex moves on the chessboard of the 
nations. Upon highest leader and humblest citizen alike 
depends the outcome, as each intricate move is made. 
To the Master Mind is known the involvements of each 
play, be it of king piece or pawn. In His hands are the 
issues of life, the destinies of men. The days may seem 
dark, but in infinite wisdom and love He assures us that 
“all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” 


+ + + 


Rejoice in the Lord alway: again I will say, Rejoice. 
Philippians 4: 4 


On Armistice Day the bells rang, whistles blew, and 
crowds gathered to celebrate the victory of the war “to 
end war” and “to make the world safe for democracy.” 
As to the failure of the Versailles Treaty and the short- 
sighted abrogation of the World Court at The Hague, 
history will tell; international jealousies and hatreds 
continued, and World War II now ravages the nations. 
Pessimism again reigns. But another armistice will 
come; a better day will dawn. Christianity will triumph. 
Joy, not of a day’s duration, but lasting, because deep- 
seated and more spiritual, will spread into the hearts 
of increasing numbers who catch the spirit of them who 
sing, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” He only can 
transform the nations with his peace and goodwill. 


+ + + 


Make ye ready the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. Matthew 3: 4 


“Lire, if properly viewed in any aspect, is great,” says 
Albert Barnes, “but mainly great when viewed in its 
relation to the world to come.” To establish securely 
this “relation” between the great life here and the 
greater to come, we have the bridge of faith. With God’s 
help we build the road of character and good works. 
The way of faith is “the way of the Lord.” By it we 
“make his paths straight.” Christ can get into our lives, 
and we by Him can get into heaven, not by any cir- 
cuitous route. In our build-up for Christmas, let us 
build the way for the inner reign of Jesus in our lives. 

* * * Xk 


May ours be the 


PRAYER OF THE BRETON MARINERS 


“Help me, O God! my boat is so small, and Thy ocean 
is so wide.” 


’ 
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Cycles in History 

As the tides, so rise and fall the currents in human 
thought and life. From the days of the cradle, the child 
ascends through youth to manhood; then through age 
descends toward the grave. In every area of life the 
graph of progress for each period shows an upward then 
a downward curve. In the realm of economics, there is 
rising prosperity, then descending depression. So cer- 
tain is this rise and fall in human affairs that the pre- 
dictions of Roger Babson are based on the chart depict- 
ing the preceding period of prosperity and depression, 
the measure of each being the intensity multiplied by 
the duration. An area of depression must be followed 
by an offsetting one of prosperity, except that the median 
line of the graph from one period through the next 
shows a gradual upgrade. This means that in spite of 
the rise and dip there is an average improvement in 
man’s well-being through the decades. 

As in the realm of material well-being, so in that of 
the moral and spiritual the same law holds. The deep 
lapses of Russia spiritually and morally will require 
either an extended period of reformation or else a 
shorter reconstruction time with a more intense re- 
vival. But an offset is bound to come—in godless Russia 
and in every lapsing land. In the inspired record we 
learn of the first cycle, when Adam and Eve after high 
fellowship with God started with their descendants the 
downward trek which ended with the flood’s destruc- 
tion. Following the revival under Noah, the race lapsed 
at length into widespread idolatry. Then under Abraham 
came the faith movement, confined to one nation but 
forceful during several generations, until it withered in 
the pessimism of bondage in Egypt. Thence Moses led 
Israel, by way of Sanai’s law and reconfirmed covenant, 
to the “holy land,” where theocracy—divine rulership— 
flourished for a period; but religion lapsed under un- 
worthy “judges” until the anti-climax in the ark’s re- 
moval into the land of the Philistines. Then came the 
rise of “the kings” and their fall, with Israel’s then 
Judah’s overthrow and captivity. The revival under the 
later prophets in exile and the rebuilding of the temple 
at Jerusalem were followed by lapses that culminated 
in the tragedies of the crucifixion, the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the Jews. And so on 
down the ages, successive periods reveal the rise and 
fall in spiritual and moral experience. 


The Final Result Decides 

Things do not “just happen.” The changing fortunes 
of nations and of individuals are definitely related to 
forces that lift or lower. Righteousness exalts; sin de- 
bases, destroys. Natural law, with its rewards and pun- 
ishments, works with precision. But the forces of good 
and evil, of construction and destruction, run counter 
to each other, and it is impossible at any given time to 
determine which is in the ascendency. In the great bat- 
tle stretching from the Arctic to the Black Sea, with 
millions engaged in titantic combat, success is seen at 
one sector and defeat at another; but neither the local 
gains nor the total advance assure ultimate victory for 
one side or the other. All the factors, known and un- 
known, that enter into the conflict must be considered, 
and the verdict will not be known until the war is ended. 
Of the British it has been said, “They lose many battles, 
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but never lose a war.” So, in the spiritual warfare, in 
the advance of the Kingdom of God on earth, many 
backsets appear, retreats in certain quarters, and seem- 
ing failures in some periods of history; but at the in- 
evitable ending of each cycle are manifest the triumphs 
of the Kingdom. 


Second Advent 


Tue Advent of Jesus Christ at Bethlehem signalized 
not only the closing of the old religious order in one 
nation, but it ushered in a new era or dispensation 
throughout the world. It was a divine Incarnation, and 
was heralded by angels, representative folksmen of 
Judaea, and wise, great men of the Gentiles. He came 
as a “prophet,” to announce to all men a new and living 
way; as “priest,” to satisfy the law and make atonement 
between God and man; as “king,” to rule by love a re- 
born race of spiritual citizens, in His Kingdom of grace. 
This definite, historical Advent was the culmination of 
a series of previous comings in special theophanies and 
spirtual contacts, and was in fulfillment of prophecy as 
to the closing of the old order and the inauguration of 
the new. He came to establish a new covenant with the 
spiritual descendants of Abraham by faith. 

The Second Advent will likewise be a definite, visible 
coming to usher in the next era, be it a millenium or 
aeons in duration. This “coming” will be in glory. 

The old must be destroyed or brought low before the 
new can be built upon its ruins. The Advent of the Son 
of God to inaugurate the Gospel Era, the Dispensation 
of the Spirit, was attended by the destruction of the 
Temple, the razing of Jerusalem, and the scattering of 
the Jews among the nations. The race that rejected His 
salvation in spite of Jehovah’s personal intervention un- 
der the law and the prophets, stepped aside for the 
Gentiles to enter into the realm of special grace. Even 
so, when “this generation” of the nations at large shall 
have ended their “days of grace” and “the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled” world-wide havoe and destruction 
will attend the Second Advent of the Lord. Before the 
final judgment thereafter, wniversal changes shall take 
place not only in this earth but throughout space. The 
heavens shall be destroyed “by fire”; but, as St. Peter 
prophesies, there shall be “new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness’ (2 Peter 3: 13). 

God Almighty rules and overrules. He lifts up and 
He casts down, according to immutable law, natural and 
supernatural. As the heavenly Father, He tempers jus- 
tice with mercy and mediates the “better way” in Jesus 
Christ, through His Advent as the Saviour. At the end 
of this dispensation the next order in His unfolding 
plans will be ushered in by His Advent as the Judge, 
with the glory that shall follow. 

May He Who has intervened in special grace at each 
recurring fall of man throughout the ages, and has in a 
new dispensation made possible to all His salvation, pre- 
pare our hearts to celebrate worthily the inauguration 
of the Gospel Era and to rejoice in the promise of the 
future Advent, when He shall come to gather to Him- 
self the Church Triumphant! 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


Ir is with great regret that THE LUTHERAN must an- 
nounce to the U. L. C. A. the death on December 6 of 
the president of the Chicago Theological Seminary, Dr. 
L. Franklin Gruber. His last important administrative 
activity was his official participation in the Golden Jubi- 
lee celebration of his institution of which November 10 
was the chief date. Sufficient information concerning 
his career for an adequate appreciation of his services 
was not available for this issue: an obituary and tributes 
of esteem from co-workers will appear later. 

THe LUTHERAN expresses to the faculty and directors 
of the Chicago Seminary the sympathy of the United 
Lutheran Church and of its educational institutions at 
this time when death has ended the activities of a true 
Christian, a devoted churchman, and a distinguished 
scholar and leader. 


EDITOR PAUL S. LEINBACH 

Tue sudden death on December 7 of Dr. Paul S. Lein- 
bach removes a leader from among the editors of church 
journals. He was chosen in 1917 to take editorial charge 
of the Reformed Church Messenger, a weekly paper 
published in the interest of the Reformed Church 
U.S. A. When the merger of this group with the Evan- 
gelicals united the Evangelical and Reformed publica- 
tion agencies, Dr. Leinbach was elected editor of the 
resultant journal, which took the name, The Messenger. 

Outstanding ability and willingness to accept the per- 
formance of extra-office activities led to the assignment 
to Dr. Leinbach of numerous interdenominational serv- 
ices. He was connected with the Federal Council of 
Churches from its foundation in 1905. For several years 
he was chairman of the editors’ group which met an- 
nually in Washington, D. C., and made possible the mu- 
tual exchange of professional advantages. 


THE BIBLE’S MIRACLES 

At the close of an hour of Bible study and teaching, 
at which the continuance of miracles to the present time 
was a subject of questions and answers, a layman was 
overheard to say: “One should be a theologian to un- 
derstand what the pastor has been saying.” The com- 
ment was based partly on St. Matthew’s record of 
miracles performed by our Lord with the interpretation 
thereof by a well-known Biblical scholar. He had writ- 
ten that the “wonderful” acts of Jesus are different from 
the many marvelous events in human lives that are often 
considered nothing short of miraculous and so titled. 
Probably many of us can point to some situation 
(usually of danger or of crisis) and say concerning the 
outcome, “It was like a miracle.” Recovery from sick- 
ness and narrow escapes from accidents, answers to 
earnest petitions in prayer, and other experiences ‘are 
so classified. 

There was some foundation for the layman’s distrust 
of his ability to solve the problem. After all, is not a 
miracle something that excites wonder? Why then 
should the term be limited in its application to “signs 
and wonders” recorded for us in the Bible? We decided 
the point is worthy of some discussion on this page of 
Tue LuTHEerRAN. The decision led to an examination of 
dictionaries for their definitions. 


Webster, after identifying the word by the emotion 
involved—“A wonder or a wonderful thing; a marvel” 
—states: “An event or effect in the physical world be- 
yond, or out of the ordinary course of things; deviating 
from the known laws of nature or transcending our 
knowledge of these laws; an event which cannot be 
accounted for as produced by any of the known forces 
of nature and which is therefore attributed to a super- 
natural force.” 

The Cyclopedia of Religion and Ethics observed: 
“Christ’s miracles suggest unusual and striking power, 
presumably divine, used for beneficent ends; not to cause 
wonder ... yet by its beneficence pointing to the good- 
ness of God.” We quote further: “Mere wonders, by 
whomsoever wrought, would have a wonder-working 
(thaumaturgic) aspect without revealing character: for 
example, spiritualistic marvels. Christ calls His miracles 
works and signs, and powers.” 

One step further is now in order. One defines a 
miracle as suspension of a law of nature and the applica- 
tion of the power of God to a beneficent purpose. The 
two words, beneficent and purpose, are in themselves 
distinctive. Also of basic significance is the source of 
the power which is exercised. It is not an application 
of energy which anyone could make if he knew how to 
implement an existent natural resource. The “control” 
is God’s will: not man’s. It is an expression of God’s 
love of which man’s redemption is the purpose. 

Hence the miracles recorded in the Bible have both a 
unique souce of power and a unique purpose. They are 
not subject to explanation through the increase in scien- 
tific knowledge nor can now hidden powers be drafted 
into the service of such healing or communication or 
transformation as Jesus caused to occur. The miracles 
have a place in the divine economy which is beyond the 
reach of what is of the earth earthy. 


IN TIME OF WAR 

To many of the civic problems and issues that now 
concern the people in the United States, THz LuTHERAN 
can have nothing to contribute. The strategy of the war, 
the regulations of daily life in the homes and com- 
munities of the citizens, and the exercise of authority 
in the interests of victory belong to the sphere of “the 
powers that be.” There are, however, doctrinal tenets 
which are derived from Holy Scripture and which are 
applicable to Christians whose government is at war. 
These are proper subjects for consideration in the 
church’s journals. 

The action of the Congress on December 8, by which 
a state of war with the empire of Japan was officially 
recognized and measures of defense ordered, articulates 
with principles which are set forth in Article XVI of 
our distinctive confession. We quote from its sentences: 
“Of civil affairs they teach that lawful civil ordinances 
are good works of God and that it is right for Christians 
... to engage in just wars, to serve as soldiers...” 

It is more than four centuries since that article was 
drafted, and they who were its framers and signatories 
would feel strange if they were suddenly set down in 
this fourth decade of the twentieth century. But there 
is similarity between the world situation which was 
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faced when this article of Augsburg was accepted and 
the present relations of our nation to Japan. Then and 
now the conflict involved religious rights. In the six- 
teenth century it was the threatened conquest of Chris- 
tianized Europe by devotees of the Koran. The Turks 
at the gates of Vienna were Mohammedans. The enemy 
of this day is equally, if not more, pagan. Victory over 
the United States by Japan alone means the triumph of 
Oriental cults, either Shintoism or Buddhism. In 
jeopardy is the progress which America has made to- 
ward that freedom under God which this country with 
its northern neighbor has received for protection and 
propagation. 

From the fathers of the republic until this day, the 
destiny of this nation and its neighbor has been deemed 
to be the stewardship of the faith revealed in Holy Scrip- 
ture and proclaimed by the Christian Church. It is true 
that the Japanese government has named Christianity 
as third to Shintoism and Buddhism. But no one can 
‘derive any other conclusion from the recently installed 
regulation of religious organizations than that any form 
of worship other than a cult which deifies the emperor 
will be so fatally denatured by laws as to lack those 
gifts of grace that develop regeneration and the priest- 
hood of believers. 

It is true that the principles cited from the Augsburg 
Confession were adopted in view of conditions existent 
in Europe four centuries ago. But the doctrine whence 
they were derived came straight from the divine revela- 
tion which articulates the civil power with the will of 
God for social order. The state is not a haphazard ar- 
rangement which people reach from the circumstances 
of their environment in order to enjoy more or less 
public order. On the contrary, the Creator has implanted 
in man the tendencies which impel the expansion of 
government from the family to the scope of communi- 
ties and nations. That these implanted powers of gov- 
ernment are neglected, misapplied, and even made to 
produce tyranny and enslavement merely indicates their 
surrender to evil designs and desires. One purpose of 
“twice born” men is to develop the higher types of civic 
authority. It is not irreverent to claim for America a 
recognized consecration to God that government “of, by, 
and for the people shall not perish from off the earth.” 


- We are not disobedient to our stewardship when we de- 


termine that the blood shed by our fathers to maintain 
the existence of democracy shall not have been in vain. 

It is also implied in Article XVI of our confessional 
document that the state has the right to command the 
services of its citizens. The faculty of conscience is not 
disregarded and the believer in Christ is authorized to 
refuse to serve as a soldier in other than a just war. 
But this privilege of selection does not permit the indi- 
vidual to deny to his state such defense as its preserva- 
tion requires of him. The lofty assertion, “No war is a 
just war,” is fallacious. To have yielded Europe to the 
Turks in 1530 without an effort to defend it would have 
involved disloyalty to God and brought shame to His 
gifts of grace. 

Now again, as we said in our first paragraph, our 
country, having been attacked, has summoned its cit- 
izens to defend all that makes it a great civil power. 
We cannot justify on the basis of our religion any cit- 
izen’s refusal of his services in behalf of victory over 
the government of Japan. 
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GREATEST CRISIS SINCE A. D. 310 


America, weekly journal of the Jesuit order in Amer- 
ica, in its issue of November 29, prints in full what it 
titles, “The Bishops’ Statement on the Crisis in Chris- 
tianity.” The editor’s preface to the article states that it 
presents the conclusions of the bishops of the Roman 
Church who were in attendance at the 1941 meeting of 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 

The opening sentence of the release reads: “Chris- 
tianity faces today its most serious crisis since the church 
came out of the catacombs.” The last use of the cata- 
combs of Rome as the hiding place from persecutors can 
go back to the bloody years of the emperor Diocletian 
and his successors A. D. 303-310. Beyond question, the 
most thorough, ruthless, and systematized effort to rid 
the Roman Empire of Christians occurred in the first 
decade of the fourth century. A worse crisis for Chris- 
tianity than that one would be hard to imagine. 

The sources of this greatest peril are given as two by 
the hierarchy. They are frankly named and denounced 
as “the two greatest evils of today which would destroy 
all spiritual values. We find two subversive forces; both 
in control of powerful governments, both bent on world 
dominance. They are Nazism and Communism.” We 
quote: 

“At no time can there be any possibility of compromis- 
ing with an ideology that proclaims and acts upon the 
denial of a personal and omnipotent God, rejects con- 
temptuously the divine Saviour of the world, all Chris- 
tian principles, and all Christian culture; ruthlessly per- 
secutes religion and brutally murders its ministers.” 

Nazism is as effectively but less brutally denounced 
by the bishop’s declaration in words derived from the 
encyclicals of Pius XII. “His Holiness,’’ we quote, “‘con- 
demned the aberrations of Nazism, its denial of God in 
the true Christian sense, its deification of the state, its 
usurpation of the powers of God, of religion, and of 
parents, its falsification of Christian terminology, its 
betrayal of the eternal principles of objective morality 
and its rejection of the rights and dignity of every 
human being.” 

Relative to both the German and Russian people it is 
asserted that “the people” are not under the same con- 
demnation as their leaders. Concerning the Russians, 
Pope Pius XI is quoted: “In making these observations 
it is no part of our intention to condemn en masse the 
peoples of the Soviet union.” Similar solicitude and love 
for the church in Germany is credited to Pius XII. 

It is said that the Vatican has the most effective news 
gathering system in existence. It was said in 1918 that 
the defeat of the Central Powers (Germany and Aus- 
tria) was foreseen by the Pope’s cabinet and support of 
their morale withdrawn. At an earlier period in this 
second World War it was charged that ultimately Mr. 
Hitler (a Catholic by training) would become the agent 
to set up a holy empire in Europe to which Italy, Aus- 
tria, Spain, France, and Germany would be the first 
parties. It was further forecast that England would find 
it wise to restore the privileges to the papal regime 
which Henry VIII removed. The supreme authority of 
the Pope, logically exercised by one who is the Vicar of 
Christ on earth, was deemed more friendly to a total- 
itarian form of civil government than to one such as 
“the democracies” are endeavoring to sustain. Well— 
“we only know what we have seen in the papers.” 
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Through the Doorway of Death 


God’s Preparations for the Souls of Believers 


Revealed by Jesus to His Disciples 
By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
John 14: 1-6; Revelation 22: 1-5. Sunday School Lesson for December 28 


WE suspect that with the exception 
of the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Com- 
mandments, plus probably the Twenty- 
third Psalm, no portion of the Bible is 
more familiar to clergymen than the 
verses from the fourteenth chapter of 
the Gospel of St. John, which are the 
declaratory part of the Sunday school 
lesson seniors in U. L. C. A. schools 
will have placed before them on the 
Sunday after Christmas, December 28. 
The reason of this familiarity is the fact 
that John 14: 1-6 is one of the Scrip- 
ture lessons found in the Church’s Or- 
der for the Burial of the Dead. It is so 
explicit and at the same time so au- 
thoritative and therefore consoling that 
it is a favorite lesson at funerals. 

It is also used at sickbeds and in pas- 
toral calls upon the aged servants of 
our Lord who from time to time are 
prone to ask themselves, “What lies on 
the other side of what we call death?” 
Pastors thus use it so often that they 
can say concerning it, “I almost know it 
by heart.” 


The Purpose of Jesus 


It is well to remember that the 
shadow of death was felt by the apostles 
when this particular revelation was 
given them by our Lord. It was not the 
ending of earthly life, in so far as the 
twelve were concerned, but the tragedy 
of the cross which would be enacted 
on the day following the night of this 
intimate discourse. Had the company 
been an assembly called by Alexander 
the Great, or Napoleon, or a captain of 
industry, or a highly important ruler 
of a nation, the expectancy on the part 
of the subordinates of such a person 
would be the dissolution of the move- 
ment in which they were engaged. As 
a matter of fact, something temporarily 
the equivalent of such a catastrophe 
was reported concerning these men 
when it was said of them in connection 
with the arrest of their Messiah, “Then 
all the disciples forsook him, and fled.” 

But something vastly more important 
than keeping them together during the 
final period of the humiliation of Jesus 
was the objective of this bit of divine 
revelation. Jesus’ desire was not only 
to inform His disciples, but to reach 
the minds of all of those for whom He 
had prayed, “that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, which 
thou hast given me.” It is this age-long 
inclusiveness that has made this por- 


tion of St. John’s Gospel so comforting 
to every believer in Christ when he 
gives consideration to what the psalm- 
ist has called “the valley of the shadow 
of death.” 


A Word’s Interesting Significance 


The Greek word which is used by 
our Lord and which our translators of 
the Scripture render mansions is not in 
its meaning synonomous with great, 
luxurious palaces. In its simplest form 
it means abiding places—‘In my 
Father’s house are many” abiding 
places. Undoubtedly the idea of per- 
manency is in the forefront of our 
Lord’s revelation of a blessed immor- 
tality. In this earthly life we have no 
enduring habitation. “Chance and 
change are busy ever.” We do not 
know what any day will bring forth. 
The cynical observer says, “Here today 
and gone tomorrow.” Even more pes- 
simistic is the sentence, “Eat, drink, 
and be merry, for tomorrow we die.” 

It is also true that among the at- 
tributes that are both divine and spir- 
itual are those which stress a future of 
dependable certainties. There is con- 
tinuity in the New Testament’s teach- 
ings concerning eternal life, but not 
monotony. The qualifications of the 
spiritual regime are shown as in def- 
inite contrast with negative terms that 
involve this quality of change—mor- 
tality, corruption, degeneration, finally 
death itself, which is the most radical 
of all. We are assured that none of 
these is to be found in the life into 
which the child of God enters through 
the gateway of death. In short, noth- 
ing could be more definitely indicative 
of a gift from God than the promise 
which Jesus gave to His disciples for 
their proclamation in a _ sin-affected 
world, “In my Father’s house are 
many” abiding places. 


Vivid Resemblances 


One can pass over as obvious the 


satisfaction that springs from knowing - 


that this inheritance has been made 
ready for our Lord Himself. However, 
by introducing along with the citation 
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from John’s Gospel five verses of the 
last chapter of the last book of Holy 
Scripture, one is shown what for lack 
of a better word one calls the differ- 
ence between the life that is lived in 
the body and the spiritual treasures to 
which the believer falls heir when his 
life in the flesh has been completed. 

It is true that the revelation is given 
in the form of comparisons. One easily 
realizes that no other way of conveying 
the characteristics of eternal life by 
means of human speech is possible. So 
we have, by means of John’s visions at 
Patmos, the conception of a pure river 
of water of life, the throne of God, the 
tree of life, the absence of sorrow, the 
eternal light which comes from the 
throne of God. One reads this portion 
of the New Testament and adds to it 
the remainder of the twenty-second 
chapter of Revelation, that is, the last 
of the Bible, and understands why in 
many instances martyrs have not been 
driven by pain nor threats to surrender 
their allegiance to the Saviour. They 
have been sustained by their apprehen- 
sion of the characteristics of the life 
into which one enters through this 
gateway of death. As between a tem- 
poral escape from the ills of mortality 
and an everlasting life in the places 
prepared by their Lord the latter alone 
was attractive. 


A Question of Interpretation 


There is an intriguing sequence of 
facts in the first verse of this fourteenth 
chapter of the Gospel of St. John. Jesus 
told the disciples, “Let not your heart 
be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.” The natural inference from 
the statement is that whoever believes 
in God will by logic and by experience 
be led to belief in Christ, for only 
through the act of the Father and 
Creator in sending the only begotten 
Son to redeem the world which He had 
made, does God complete His own de- 
sign for the beings created by Him a 
little lower than the angels. 

It has been said by some mission- 
aries that acceptance of the supreme 
being, who is known by the revela- 
tions to the Jews, requires as the com- 
pletion of the idea faith in Christ. It is 
as if Jesus said to this group of men 
in that Upper Room, “Your faith will 
be severely tried on the morrow, and 
for a while you will be tempted to think 
that there is no God. Do not permit 
that thought to obtain permanent lodg- 
ment in your minds. Your belief in me 
is the inevitable completion of your 
belief in God. It is, of course, obvious 
to the reader of the Gospels as he notes 
that Jesus continually refers to Him- 
self as the servant of God, the one sent 
from God, that there is no controversy 
or inconsistency in finding Jesus to be 
the Son of God; that is, believing in 
God, we believe in Him also. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN TRAver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Facing the Future 
John 21: 15-22 


Ir was early morning in Galilee, and 
on the shore as the mists rose from the 
lake, Peter was facing his Lord once 
more. It was the same Peter who had 
failed Him in the court of Herod and 
had denied that he ever knew Him. The 
question that Jesus asked was an- 
swered without reservations. Perhaps 
Peter was hurt a bit by the repetition 
of the question, “Lovest thou me?” 
His answers hint that he was disturbed 
by the seeming doubt in Jesus’ mind 
as to his loyalty. But he loved his 
Lord, and unhesitatingly affirmed that 
love. On the basis of that confession, 
he received his commission for the care 
of the lambs and sheep in the fold of 
the Good Shepherd. 

Then followed a frank and somewhat 
forbidding prophecy as to the future. 
Peter was still a young man, still vig- 
orous and full of ambition. Jesus said 
to Peter, “You are young now, able to 
care for yourself, able to do great things 
for me, what of old age, what of the 
day when infirmity or imprisonment, or 
persecution makes you no longer mas- 
ter of your life?” 

It was, no doubt, these latter verses 
that caused the selection of this pas- 
sage for a New Year meditation. Great 
resolutions were made by Peter by the 
lake shore, made directly to the Lord. 
Could he keep them, when he could no 
longer look his Master in the eye and 
feel the warm clasp of His hand? Could 
he keep them when the years had taken 
their toll and life was surrounded with 
limitations and restrictions? 


“As Old as Our Hearts” 

Certainly young folks will not hes- 
itate to pledge their love to the Lord 
in any fear of the restrictions of age. 
Perhaps it will be well for them to 
consider how relative a man’s age can 
be. Every passing year raises the line 
at which old age approaches. Someone 
has well written: 

“Age is a quality of mind. 

If you have left your dreams behind, 

If hope is cold, 

If you no longer look ahead, 

If your ambition’s fires are dead, 
Then you are old. 


“But if from life you take the best, 
And if in life you keep the jest; 
If love you hold, 

No matter how the years go by, 
No matter how the birthdays fly, 
You are not old.” 


We are truly as old as our hearts and 
our minds. The passing years should 
add to our value to the world: If we 
use them rightly, our lives will be 
worth more to the Lord each year. 
Even when we find increasing physical 
handicaps, so long as we grow in grace, 
grow in the love of God, we will never 
find ourselves on the shelves where 
useless lives are stored. We should 
resolve that 1942 will be a year of 
growing usefulness. In spite of the 
possible limitations this year may place 
upon our bodies, our hearts and minds 
will continue loving and obedient. 

Let us seek to make no bargain with 
God this New Year in the low spirit of 
Jacob of old. We will not resolve to 
serve God so long as He prospers us. 
Without reservation, whatever awaits 
us during the coming year, let us say 
with Peter, “Thou knowest that I love 
Thee.” 


Looking Backward 

New Year is a good day to look 
backward as well as ahead. Business 
men take inventory; Christians should 
do likewise. There will be rain and 
sunshine, laughter and tears, good and 
bad in every normal year. Margaret 
Widdemer wrote: 


“If the old year brought me gifts of 
sorrow, 

Teaching me wisdom with the griefs 
it bore, 

The coming year shall give all light 
and gladness, 

If I, once sad, have learned to help 
all sadness, I ask no more.” 


Peter learned from his own tragic 
failure. Do not doubt that Peter was 
a patient, understanding friend to every 
fearful soul. He knew temptation; he 
knew sin. If he had any pride in his 
own strength, the memory of the past 
would humble him. He knew the power 
of Christ’s forgiveness, how it had 
lifted him out of the depths and 
brought him back into the inner circle 
of Christ’s friendship. As we go back 
over the experiences of 1941 we should 
seek to find in them the key to better, 
more loyal, more loving lives in 1942. 


Religion and Life 

There is a secret hidden in the scene 
of our scripture lesson that should help 
each of us in our New Year. Jesus did 
not commission Peter until Peter had 
confessed his love for Him. Religion 
is a matter of ties. It binds men to God 
and to their neighbors. A great many 
resolutions for the New Year will have 
to do with human ties. We will hear 


much about “playing the game fairly,” 
being a “good neighbor,” “square 
shooting,” and many other stock New 
Year resolutions. 

Resolutions for the New Year must 
go deeper than the ties that bind men 
together into society. Jesus summed 
up the resolutions of the law into two: 
love to God and love to neighbor. We 
must not pass over this truth simply be- 
cause we are familiar with it. The 
greater part of New Year resolutions 
could be made as well by a pagan as 
by a Christian. They are concerned 
with good neighborliness. They are not 
founded in any relationship to God. 

Notice that Jesus’ commission to 
Peter was not simply, “Feed the lambs” 
or “Feed the sheep.” It was “Feed MY 
lambs,” “Feed MY sheep.” In our 
world of hunger, of poverty, of misery 
and need, the Lord is calling on us to 
be Good Samaritans. He calls on us 
because these suffering men and women 
and little children are His lambs and 
His sheep. “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto these least, ye have done it 
unto me,” are the words of this same 
Lord. “The love of Christ constrains,” 
is the way Paul expressed it. The pri- 
mary resolution of a Christian is always 
that he may respond more and more 
to the love of Christ. Out of this re- 
sponse will come fullness of joy in the 
business of human brotherhood. If 
every Christian would make and keep 
a resolution to love Christ more in 
1942, the solution to the problems of 
human society would be on its way. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, December 
28. Next topic, “Forward March—The 
Leader—Christ.” 


The Answer 


By JEAN ELAINE Ett 


Ir sometimes life is lonely 
Have you tried to be a friend? 
If sometimes life seems selfish 
Have you tried a smile to spend? 
If sometimes life is burdened 
And the road seems paved with care 
Have you tried to lighten burdens 
That others have to bear? 
If sometimes life is cheerless 
Have you tried to laugh or sing? 
If sometimes life is bitter 
Have you tried to ease the sting? 
If sometimes life is hateful 
Have you tried some love to give? 
If sometimes life is empty 
Have you tried His way to live? 
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Now Near at Hand 


Heyer Centennial Celebrations and Appeal Announced 
by the Board of Foreign Missions 


By GEORGE DrAcH, D.D., Administrative Secretary 


THE month is January next. The day is January 25. The year is 1942, 
a century after the arrival of Father Heyer in India and American Luther- 
anism’s acceptance of a mission to non-Christians. For this festival year of 
commemoration and of welcome to a second era of greater missioning the 
U. L. C. A. Board of Foreign Missions has released its program. 


Centennial Service for church and 
Sunday school by the Rev. Theodore 
K. Finck. Foreign Mission Day is Sun- 
day, January 25. It should be remem- 
bered that by authority of the United 
Lutheran Church in America the Cen- 
tennial Celebration and Appeal is for 
all congregations as well as Sunday 
schools. It would seem most appro- 
priate, therefore, to have a congrega- 
tional service with the Sunday school 
participating and to make the appeal to 
every member, both old and young. 

Leaflet for free distribution, pre- 
pared jointly by the Council of Secre- 
taries of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
on the significance of the Centennial. 

Church Bulletin Cover, four pages. 
A design received from India, painted 
by Dr. Luther A. Gotwald, is being 
used for the first page, in four colors; 
pages 2 and 3 are blank; page 4 has 
been prepared by Dr. Drach. 

Single sheet, two pages, like the Bul- 
letin, without the blank center pages, 
for those who do not print or mimeo- 
graph announcements. 

Poster, prepared by the Council of 
Secretaries as designed by Mr. George 
R. Weitzel. An artist in Baltimore was 
employed for this poster. Each pastor 
gets a copy. 

Offering envelopes prepared by the 
Council of Secretaries as designed by 
Dr. Drach; in two colors. 

A Play by Hilda M. Benson and a 
Pageant by Pearl S. Deal. Every pas- 
tor gets a copy of each. The Luther 
League will co-operate in getting one 
or both of them presented in different 
parts of the Church in January or later. 

Letter to Chairmen of synodical For- 
eign Mission Committees by Dr. M. 
Edwin Thomas. 

Letter to Presidents of synods by Dr. 
George Drach. 

Letter to Pastors by the Council of 
Secretaries accompanying the sending 
of a sample of each piece of literature. 

A Postcard for ordering supplies. 

Advertisement and Articles in THE 
LUTHERAN under the general direction 
of the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz. 


PAMPHLETS 
“Keeping Faith” by Dr. M. Edwin 
Thomas for the use of missionaries on 


furlough in approaching individuals, 
societies, pastors and churches in the 
interest of the January Centennial 
Celebration and Appeal. 

“Father Heyer” by Dr. George Drach 
for free distribution. 

“Whence Cometh Help” for Luther 
Leagues by Dr. J. Roy Strock, present- 
ing its objective, namely, Luthergiri 
Theological Seminary, India. 

“What Hath God Wrought” to be 
printed in India and mailed from India 
to every pastor. 

Centennial Stamps (stickers), one in 
two colors, and one in black and white, 
with a picture of Father Heyer, printed 
in India. 

A Cachet Project under the direction 
of the Rev. and Mrs. Wm. C. J. Weidt 
of Mount Vernon, N. Y. 

Plans for area cultivation by synods 
under the Home Base Department, with 
secretaries in charge of areas and mis- 
sionaries delivering addresses from 
October 1 to January 31, 1942, and also 
visiting pastors in their areas, to en- 
courage participation in the Centennial 
Celebration and Appeal during Foreign 
Mission Time—January 1942. 


THE CENTENNIAL FUND 

While we here in the United Lutheran 
Church in America are using Foreign 
Mission Time in January 1942 for our 
Centennial Celebration and Appeal, our 
daughter Church in India is preparing 
for celebrations on the field which will 
begin in a large way at Guntur, where 
Father Heyer began his work as our 
first foreign missionary one hundred 
years ago on July 31. 

The Centennial Appeal in India is 
for every member to give one hundred 
pieces of money in the coin of the 
country (Rupees, Annas, Pies), so as to 
raise Rupees 100,000. We are suggest- 
ing that every member of the Mother 
Church in America make a centennial 
offering in January 1942 of one hun- 
dred pieces of U. S. money (cents, 
nickels, dimes, quarters, half dollars, 
dollars) to raise our January Foreign 
Mission Time Centennial Fund of 
$50,000. That, with the $50,000 raised 
by the Women’s Missionary Society, 
will make $100,000 from America. 

Quite a few individuals, Sunday 
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schools, societies, and congregations 
will make centennial contributions of 
from $50 to $1,000. Two popular ob- 
jectives are a worker’s house for $50 
and a village centenary chapel for $250. 
The total list of centennial objectives 
is as follows: 


1. Evangelistic Work 
50 Village Churches at $250 


(Centenary Chapels) .......... $12,500 
Workers’ Houses once 5,000 
Guest House (Satram), 

GUNTUR Re me ee eee 3,000 

2. Educational Work 
Luthergiri Theological 

Seminary — J") 5 < ieee 10,000: 
Higher Elementary School .... 3,000 
Dormitory, Rajahmundry 

Training School ick OOOO 
Dormitory in Tallapudi Field 2,000: 

3. Medical Work 
Hospital Men’s Unit, : 
Rajahmundrys ss eee 7,000: 
4. Industrial Work 
Publication House, Guntur 
(Literature) e200 eee 2,900 
MOtal: cick eee $50,000 


Any individual, congregation, school, or 
society may choose one of these ob- 
jectives for its own special centennial 
project. 


CENTENARY CHAPELS 

One of the objectives of the Centen- 
nial Appeal in January 1942 is $12,500 
to build fifty village churches at $250 
each. The India Mission has promised 
to send a list of places where centenary 
chapels are needed. It already has sent 
the names of the nine villages where 
the chapels are to be built for which 
the “Children of the Church” are con- 
tributing $2,300. 

A goodly number of individuals, so- 
cieties, Sunday schools and congrega- 
tions already have agreed to contribute 
$250 each for centenary chapels. Some 
have contributed $50 each for an Indian 
worker’s house. The Father Heyer 
Missionary Society of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia 
makes a contribution of more than $800 
for a house for Junior Bible Class 
married students at Luthergiri Theo- 
logical Seminary, Rajahmundry, India, 
and the Luther League of America is 
raising $10,000 during the next bien- 
nium for a chapel, two India professors’ 
houses, a library, and a house for mar- 
ried college students, inasmuch as a 
separate house for them is needed. 

While the financial appeal is limited 
to January, which is Foreign Mission 
Time, we are recommending also that 
as near as possible to the time when 
the India Mission begins its big cele- 
brations, mid-summer observances of 
the centennial be held wherever pos- 
sible, particularly at summer schools, 
conferences, and festivals. Sunday, July 
26, seems to be a suitable time. 
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Impressive Commemoration 


| Chicago Seminary’s Faculty, Directors, Alumni and 
Friends at Fiftieth Anniversary 


Atumni of the Chicago Seminary, 
now located in Maywood, Ill. were 
made to realize the flight of time when 
announcements reached them of the 
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the institution’s founding. The pro- 
gram-invitation was clad in gold and 
marked 1891-1941. 

Therein the following were remem- 
bered: Dr. W. A. Passavant, Dr. R. F. 
Weidner, Dr. H. W. Roth, the president 
of the Board and founder, and the first 
faculty members respectively. Then 
appeared the enlarged faculty: Ger- 
berding, Weidner, Roth, Heiman, Ohl, 
Frick and Clay. There was also 
Weidner’s fierce and homely, yet much 
beloved, little dog, Trixie, with a rib- 
bon around its neck. Continuing the 
picture gallery, then came Dr. Jensen, 
the man who sold the seminary prop- 
erty to the Cubs Baseball Club and 
bought at Maywood. 

The presidents of the seminary con- 
stitute a group of interest and distinc- 
tion: Dr. Weidner, Dr. Krauss, Dr. 
Whitteker, and Dr. Gruber. There is a 
page of former presidents of the Board 
of Directors: Passavant, Wagenhals, 
Franke and the writer. Dr. McLaugh- 
lin’s space is vacant for want of a pic- 
ture. There are several pages of the 
benefactors of the seminary: Mr. C. S. 
Passavant, Mabel Cummings Lindop, 
Mr. E. A. Cummings, Mr. and Mrs. 
M..L. Deck, Mark Singleton, Harry 
McCreary, and Mr. Henry Jarecki. 

The published list of delegates fol- 
lows: 
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Augustana, Dean S. J. Sebelius (we 
omit the titles); Bethany, President 
Rufus D. Bowman; Chicago, Prof. Ben- 
jamin W. Robinson; Chicago Divinity, 
Prof. W. C. Bowers; Evangelical, Prof. 
E. F. George; Garrett Biblical, Pres- 
ident Horace Greely Smith; Gettys- 
burg, the Rev. Charles L. Venable; 
Hamma, Dean E. E. Flack; Hartwick, 
the Rev. K. E. Irvin; Philadelphia, 
President L. D. Reed; Meadville, Prof. 
Carl Beth; Northern Baptist, Prof. P. 
Stiansen; Presbyterian, Prof. John F. 
Lyons; Trinity, Blair, Nebr., the Rev. 
Paul C. Rasmussen; Wartburg, Prof. 
J. M. Reu; Western, Prof. P. W. H. 
Frederick. 


Colleges 

Carthage, R. G. Schulz; Lenoir 
Rhyne, the Rev. W. A. Kiser; Midland, 
the Rev. Harvey Clark; Muhlenberg, 
Prof. Russel W. Stine; St. Olaf, the 
Rev. Orlando Ingvoldstadt; Wagner, 
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By Dr. J. A. LEAS 


President L. F. Gruber 
whose death occurred December 6. 
A record of his career and tributes 
of esteem will be published later 


the Rev. Fred Erickson; Wheaton, 
Prof. Enick C. Dryness; Wittenberg, 
Prof. E. E. Flack; Capitol University, 
the Rev. Carl Busse; Northwestern, 
Prof. Thornton W. Merriam; Susque- 
hanna, the Rev. J. B. Swope; Univer- 
sity of Chicago, Prof. W. C. Bower; 
Board of Education, the Rev. Armin 
G. Weng. 


Synods 

United Lutheran Church, Dr. W. H. 
Greever; Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
Dr. L. D. Reed; Illinois Synod, A. G. 
Weng; Indiana, H. E. Turney; Mich- 
igan, F. P. Madsen; Midwest, Herman 
Goede; Ohio, George W. Miley; United 
Synod: of New York, Walter Krum- 
wiede; Wartburg, R. R. Belter. 


Greetings 

Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, 
Waterloo; Southern; College and Sem- 
inary, Saskatoon; Seabury, West, The- 
ological; ,Augsburg, Minneapolis; 
Marion, Roanoke; and from the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod. 

The general secretaries are grouped 
on one page, namely, Austin D. Crile, 
Frank E. Jensen, G. Franklin Gehr, 
William E. Eckert. Opposite these are 
the presidents of the supporting synods: 
Dr. Armin G. Weng, Illinois; Dr. H. E. 
Turney, Indiana; Dr. R. R. Belter, 
Wartburg; the Rev. F. P. Madsen, 
Michigan. 

A group of students is shown. Since 
the opening of the seminary, 974 stu- 
dents have been enrolled, and 818 have 
studied in the extension department. 
Then follows a picture of the Rev. L. C. 
Cooperrider, president of the Alumni 
Association. The graduates labor in 
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thirty states of the Union and in no 
less than ten foreign lands. There is a 
page of the present faculty: Dr. Gruber, 
Dr. Krauss, Professor Eckert, Dr. 
Schaeffer, Dr. Davis, the Rev. B. Korte, 
instructor of students taking German; 
and in Oratory and Expression, J. 
Manley Phelps, A.M. The picture gal- 
lery closes with a page of the Govern- 
ing Body: Neumann, Buch, Howe 
(president), Leader, Myers; Schildroth, 
Krauss (vice-president), Zimman 
(secretary), Droegenmueller (treas- 
urer), Stolldorf, Keck, Plank, Schulz, 
Heine, and Ringham. 


Dr. Greever’s Address 

A striking illustration is the picture 
of a wheel with Chicago, and there- 
fore the seminary, at the hub. The 
wheel encloses the states of Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Mich- 
igan. The confines of the wheel, while 
including the whole of Iowa, are suf- 
ficient to embrace most of Ohio. 

The service held in the Commons 
November 10 was interesting and in- 
structive. The instruction came from 
Dr. W. H. Greever, U. L. C. A.’s be- 
loved secretary, formerly of the fac- 
ulty of Southern Theological Seminary. 
He spoke with unction and an element 
of authority on what a seminary, or a 
seminarian, ought to be. A quartet of 
students sang. The service was read by 
Dr. G. W. Miley of Ohio. There were 
official delegates from 16 seminaries, 
from 13 colleges and 8 synods. 

The dinner was served by the Stu- 
dent Boarding Club after the invoca- 
tion by Pastor Zimman. Dr. Gruber 
introduced Mr. C. W. Howe, the pres- 
ident of the Board of Directors, who 
presented the following, who gave brief 
responses: “At the Cubs’ Park,” an 
episode, Dr. Leas; “On to Maywood,” 
Dr. Jensen; “At Chicago and May- 
wood,” Dr. E. F. Krauss; Greetings: 
Board of Directors, Dr. Neumann; 
Alumni Association, Pastor Cooper- 
rider; Illinois Synod and Board of Edu- 
cation, Dr. Weng; Wartburg Synod, 
President Belter; Indiana Synod, Pas- 
tor F. M. Hanes; Michigan Synod, Pas- 
tor E. Schildroth; Lutheran Sem- 
inaries, President Luther D. Reed of 
Philadelphia Seminary; non-Lutheran 
seminaries, Dr. W. C. Bower of Chicago 
Divinity School. There were other 
speakers, among whom should be men- 
tioned Dr. P. W. H. Frederick. A few 
delegates present reported too late to 
have their names published in the 
printed announcement. Resolutions of 
confidence and appreciation as adopted 
by the Board of Directors in behalf of 
President Gruber were read by Vice- 
president Paul H. Krauss. 

All in all the seminary is worthy of 
its interesting history and noble fore- 
bears. The financial campaign is near- 
ing its end and promises fair to reach 
$100,000. 
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Golden Ga fe Vhegyets 


WORK AMONG YOUTH IN CALIFORNIA 


Most of our congregations engaged 
their forces in the Annual Visitation 
Campaign. The free literature so gen- 
erously offered by the Laymen’s Move- 
ment maintains its high order and ex- 
cellent character. Eighty per cent of 
our congregations used it last year. 
About one-half of our churches have 
paid the apportionment in full up to 
date. Out of the secretary’s office in 
Sacramento has gone a “jolt” that made 
some of us blink. His hard swing 
caught some of us off guard, but we 
deserved it. Only one month remains 
for us to bring that apportionment up 
to our cherished objective. 

The Luther Leagues of the Northern 
District recently held one of the most 
successful conventions in their sixteen 
years’ history. The young people of 
Grace Church, San Jose, were host. 
Nearly 100 delegates were registered, 
most of whom were provided with lodg- 
ing by the local League. On the first 
evening of the convention a sumptuous 
banquet was served. The two speakers 
were Dr. Paul Pitman, Dean of Men 
at San Jose State College, and Howard 
Logan, second vice-president of the 
Luther League of America. Bertil 
Peterson, a senior in Santa Clara Uni- 
versity and a member of Grace League, 
was toastmaster. 

A novel feature was the breakfast 
served Sunday morning in Alum Rock 
Park, ten miles in the foothills, by the 
young people of Grace Church. Trans- 
portation both ways was furnished. 
Judging from the number that reported 
to the pastor of Grace Church their en- 
thusiasm over the event, it went over 
with a bang. At 9.45 all were back in 
Sunday school, where group meetings 
were conducted by the Rev. Clarence 
F. Crouser of the First Church, Sacra- 
mento, pastor-advisor of the District; 
Howard Logan, Mrs. Clarence F. 
Crouser, Emile Waggoner, and Emil 
Sass. 

The sermon at the eleven o’clock 
worship was preached by W. H. Derr, 
D.D., president of the California Synod, 
after which the delegates and young 
people of Grace Church received the 
Sacrament of the Altar. Luncheon was 
served by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 

At the business session in the after- 
noon the newly organized League of 
St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, was ad- 
mitted to membership. The attendance 
cup was won for the eighth year by the 
Intermediate League of First Church, 
Sacramento, which had a 100 per cent 
attendance at the four sessions. Next 
year the convention will be held in St. 
Mark’s, San Francisco. 


By W. E. CrousEer 


The newly elected officers are Ed- 
ward Stillwell of Sacramento, pres- 
ident; Margaret Swendsen of Berkeley, 
vice-president; Priscilla Kleppe, Sacra- 
mento, secretary; and Fred Knauss, 
San Francisco, treasurer. 


Forty-three years ago I made my first 
address at a Luther League convention 
in Amsterdam, N. Y., and throughout 
the years that have followed so rapidly 
I have never lost my contact with the 
young folks of our churches. Sixteen 
years ago the Northern District was or- 
ganized in my church, and the first 
president was the young man who to- 
day is the popular pastor of the First 
Church, Sacramento, the pastor-ad- 
visor of the district, and the secretary 
of the California Synod. The chairman 


of the Committee on Constitution that. 


day sixteen years ago, also an active 
member of Grace Church, has since 
become the wife of the first president. 
At the risk of being accused of family 
favoritism, facts compel me to say that 
the success and the continuation of the 
District League is due largely to the 
efforts of these two persons who have 
worked so faithfully over this period 
of years. It was therefore a personal 
joy to welcome back home our own 
with their large following of conse- 
crated, happy young people. 


Of Synodical Interest 
The Executive Committee of the 
Synod held a meeting recently in 
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Berkeley and several items of public 
interest were ordered. It was an- 
nounced that the Rev. Erwin A. Vosseler 
had become pastor of the First Church. 
in San Diego and his letter of transfer 
from the Pacific Synod had been re- 
ceived. For five years Mr. Vosseler has. 
been the highly successful pastor of 
Trinity congregation, Longview, Wash. 
The name of the Rev. Franklin P. Smith, 
who has been doing such excellent. 
work in St. Paul’s, Los Angeles, un- 
der the direction of the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions, was ordered placed on. 
the synodical roll. 


The sum of $250 was set aside to aid. 
the new work in the Mt. Davidson Sec- 
tion of San Francisco. The Rev. L. C. 
Weitzenkamp is now in charge of this. 
important field. 


$5,000 of the Sierra Madre Fund was: 
invested in Defense Bonds (Series F) 
and $100 was given to the India Cen- 
tennial Fund of the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society. 


Much interest is being taken in the 
annual meeting of the Evangelical Fel- 
lowship in Berkeley. Dr. Earnest A. 
Trabert is president of this popular or-. 
ganization which represents all the 
leading denominations of this section 
of the state. The committee on pro- 
gram has succeeded in securing Dr. 
Paul Scherer of New York City as the 
outstanding speaker. 


Lawrence Vosseler, a recent grad- 
uate of the Northwestern Seminary,. 
preached in Grace Church, San Jose,. 
while visiting his mother and other 
relatives in that city, on his way to be- 
come assistant at the First Church in 
Glendale. | 


ee 


We, ocono Prchings 


CHURCH PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT RECEIVES ATTENTION 


St. Matthew’s Church at Kunkletown 
was crowded to capacity Sunday eve- 
ning, November 2, to celebrate the fifth 
anniversary of the pastorate of the Rev. 
Ralph R. Hartzell, pastor of the Pleas- 
ant Valley Parish, who also serves as 
secretary of the large Wilkes-Barre 
Conference. This parish consists of 
congregations at Kunkletown, Kresge- 
ville, Gilbert and Effort, all in Monroe 
County. Representatives from all the 
congregations were in attendance. Ex- 
cellent music was provided by the com- 
bined vested choirs from the four con- 
gregations. The service was in charge 
of the pastor and the anniversary ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. P. N. 
Wohlsen, pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Stroudsburg. He spoke on the subject, 
“The True and Sincere Pastor.” Near 


By P. N. WoxuLSEN 


the close of the service Stanley Borger, 
secretary of the joint church councils, 
presented a resume of the work accom- 
plished under the effective leadership 
of Pastor Hartzell. He reminded the 
people that during the five-year period 
approximately $10,000 was spent for 
improvements to the churches; choirs 
in each congregation were robed and 
the pastor introduced the use of the 
clerical robe; an active Brotherhood 
and Women’s Missionary Society have 
been organized, midweek parish Lenten 
services have been conducted with large 
attendances, and Pastor Hartzell intro- 
duced the first vacation Bible schools 
in the western end of Monroe County 
and organized and robed a junior choir 
of twenty-six voices in the Kresgeville 
congregation under the leadership of 
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his helpmeet. In behalf of the four con- 
gregations Mr. Borger presented Pastor 
and Mrs. Hartzell with substantial gifts 
of money. 


St. Paul’s Church, Tannersville, was 
the scene of large congregations at 
the morning and evening services on 
Homecoming Sunday. Many former 
parishioners returned to the church 
where they had taken their confirma- 
tion vow. At the morning service the 
popular pastor, the Rev. Daniel M. 
Latshaw, preached on the theme, 
“Keeping the Trust.” Special music was 
sung by the choir and guest soloists. In 
the evening, a service of dedication was 
conducted. The chancel had been re- 
modeled by the Men’s Bible Class and 
given a churchly appearance. Stained 
glass windows had been installed by 
the lower grades of the church school. 
The organ was relocated by the Ladies’ 
Aid Society. A new lectern Bible was 
presented by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Nyce. The reredos, altar, pulpit, lectern, 
cross, candlesticks, pulpit and lectern 
lights were given as a memorial to Mrs. 
Emma Gantzhorn. The Women’s Bible 
Class will provide the necessary para- 
ments. The sermon was delivered by 
the Rev. Raymond Miller, former pas- 
tor, now of Bernville Parish in Berks 
County. With the completion of these 
improvements three out of the four 
congregations have remodeled their 
sanctuaries during the two and one- 
half years’ pastorate of the energetic 
Pastor Latshaw. St. Paul’s congregation 
of Craig’s Meadow was on the honor 
roll of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
because its benevolent apportionment 
had been paid in full. Splendid prog- 
ress has been made in every depart- 
ment of the church. 


Within the short space of one year, 
the Rev. Norman B. Kellow has won 
his way into the hearts of the members 
of the large Hamilton Parish. A splen- 
did spirit of co-operation and zeal for 
the Church has been developed in each 
of the four congregations which com- 
prise this parish. Recently a Brother- 
hood was organized with members from 
each of the congregations. At St. John’s, 
Bartonsville, the members meet once 
each week for the study of God’s Word 
and the pastor reports increased inter- 
est and attendance at each session. 
November 2 a new altar with all the 
necessary appointments was dedicated 
at St. John’s Church, Bartonsville, in 
the presence of a large congregation. 
The act of dedication was performed by 
the pastor and the sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Elwood G. Johnson of 
Fayetteville, Pa. 


To Liquidate Debt 

Great activity is being shown among 
_. the members of Grace Church, East 
Stroudsburg, the Rev. J. S. Kistler pas- 


tor. At a recent meeting it was decided 
to celebrate the forty-fifth anniversary 
of the congregation three years hence 
with the liquidation of the large in- 


' debtedness incurred by the erection of 


the beautiful church. As a start in this 
direction a $500 bond was recently 
burned at a public service. The con- 
gregation is now engaged in a program 
of evangelism, during which time the 
pulpit is being occupied by the Rev. 
Arthur P. Grammes of Allentown. 


The Brotherhood of St. John’s, 
Stroudsburg, has made itself respon- 
sible for maintaining contact with the 
eighteen men from the congregation 
who are in the service of our country. 
The plan includes correspondence with 
the men and a remembrance to each 
one during the Christmas season. Each 
young man was presented with the 
“Army and Navy Service Book.” It is 
the desire of the men of the church to 
retain the ties between the men in the 
service and the home congregation. 

Plans are in the making for the cele- 
bration of the Diamond Jubilee of St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg. Throughout its 
history St. John’s has met its appor- 
tionment in full, supports its parish 
abroad, has sent several sons into the 
ministry, and supported every call from 
the church at large. 


Lincoln’s Substitute 

November 9 the man who volun- 
teered to serve as substitute for Pres- 
ident Lincoln during the War between 
the States, was honored in Strouds- 
burg, Pa. At this time the Lehigh Val- 
ley Association of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War placed a 
bronze tablet at the gateway of the 
Stroudsburg Cemetery in honor of 
J. Summerfield Staples, who served in 
President Lincoln’s stead. It is within 
the confines of this cemetery that the 
remains of this patriot rest. 


Up. Shen Ves 


By Dovctas A. Conrap 


A SERVICE of unusual interest was 
held recently at the Norwegian Sea- 
men’s Mission when the men of a 
whaler gathered for a farewell service 
before leaving on their dangerous work 
for the winter. The Communion was 
administered by Pastor B. Hindal. The 
writer spoke words of encouragement 
and hope to the men as they set out on 
their long trip of many months. 

After the service the men were en- 
tertained at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Einar Hagen, Norwegian members of 
Resurrection Church, Halifax. Nor- 
wegian hymns and songs were sung. 
The men expressed appreciation of the 
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many kindnesses shown them by this 
congregation. A warm welcome awaits 
them on their return. 


Recently an evening of music was 
enjoyed in Zion Church, Lunenburg, 
when the combined junior choirs of 
Zion and Grace churches sang a pro- 
gram of fine music. The sixty children 
were directed by Mrs. George Innes, 
wife of the pastor. More than seven 
hundred persons were in attendance. 


The autumn sessions of the Northern 
Conference were held in Redeemer 
Church, Conquerall Bank. The Service 
of Communion was conducted by the 
Rev. James Dauphinee, and the ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. V. J. 
Monk, president. Two papers were pre- 
sented and discussed: “Why Be a 
Christian?” by the Rev. W. J. Goos; 
“Evangelism in Our Synod,” by the 
Rev. C. H. Whitteker, president of the 
synod. Vespers were conducted by the 
Rev. George Innes, and the sermon was 
preached by the writer. 


The annual convention of the South- 
ern Conference was held in Resurrec- 
tion Church, Halifax. At the Com- 
munion Service the sermon was 
preached by the Rev. George Innes, 
president. The following papers were 
read: “A Definite Plan of Evangelism 
for Our Synod,” by the Rev. W. J. Goos; 
“Gleanings from the Convention of the 
Luther League of America Held at 
Kitchener,” by the Rev. Paul Eydt. At 
Vespers the sermon was preached by 
the Rev. C. H. Whitteker. 

The offerings at both conferences were 
voted to the appeal which will be 
launched next spring for Lutheran 
World Action. 


St. Paul’s Congregation at North 
River held a service of ground-break- 
ing November 4. These people are 
working hard to have their own church 
building. For many years they have 
worshiped in a hall over the school- 
house, which has become too small. 
The service was conducted by the pas- 
tor, the Rev. James Dauphinee, and the 
president of the Northern Conference, 
the Rev. V. J. Monk, and the sermon 
was preached by the president of the 
synod. 


The forty-fourth anniversary of St. 
Matthew’s Church, Rose Bay, was cele- 
brated the fourth Sunday in October. 
At the afternoon service the Rev. 
George Innes of Lunenburg was the 
guest preacher, and at the evening 
service the pastor, the Rev. W. J. Goos. 


St. Mark’s Church, Middle LaHave, 
celebrated its anniversary with the 
president of synod preaching at the 
afternoon service and Pastor Goos 
preaching in the evening. A quartet 
from St. Paul’s, Bridgewater, sang. 
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Kocky Viloantain Vier 


NEW PASTORS AND NEW WORK WELL RECEIVED 
History of Synod Edited by Dr. Wolf 


CHANGE again comes to our synod. 
The Rev. Ernest E. Habig, pastor at 
Boulder, Colo., for the last four years, 
has resigned and gone to the Chicago 
area. He has done a fine work in 
Boulder and the people deeply regret 
seeing him go. Besides his work among 
the members and young people, he has 
done a fine job among students at the 
University of Colorado and has been 
secretary of synod for the last two 
years. The good wishes of synod go 
with him. This is an important field, 
and it is hoped a new pastor will be on 
the ground before long. 


El Paso, Texas, is rejoicing in the 
presence of the new pastor, the Rev. 
P. W. Ericksen, who comes from Salem, 
Ore., to take the place of Pastor Erwin 
A. Wendt, who went to Chicago. Pastor 
Ericksen has taken up the leadership 
of this parish with wholeheartedness 
and the congregation is thankful there 
was no long vacancy. Shortly after his 
arrival he was honored with a banquet 
by the Brotherhood and later by a con- 
gregational reception. The annual Sun- 
day school meeting in the afternoon 
afforded a fine opportunity for the 
members to become acquainted with 
their new pastor. Pastor Ericksen be- 
lieves that St. Paul’s has a wonderful 
field of activity and that the congrega- 
tion should soon be able to build a 
larger church. 


At Messiah, Denver, the Rev. Charles 
A. Epple has taken hold of the work 
with consecration and wisdom that be- 
token a fruitful pastorate, while the 
congregation has received him with 
warmth and enthusiasm. A large re- 
ception was tendered Pastor and Mrs. 
Epple including greetings extended by 
officers of the congregation and the 
president of the Denver Ministerial 
Alliance, Dr. W. A. Ferguson, by Dr. 
Elmer W. Harner, pastor of St. Paul’s, 
and by the Rev. A. Theodore Lorimer, 
pastor of Augustana Lutheran Church. 

Gratifying response to his leadership 
is shown by the Luther League with 
an attendance of fifty to sixty; by the 
Brotherhood, of sixty—sitting down to 
a venison dinner furnished by Mr. 
John Lauck—listening to Pastor Epple 
outline “Methods for Messiah Men.” All 
organizations are carrying on splen- 
didly. Many men from Lowry Field 
and the defense works attend services. 
Attendance overflows into the extra 
seating space, and a wholesome spirit 
prevails as the new pastoral relation- 
ship is getting under way. 


By OLtIver F. WEAVER 


Pastor Albert H. Buhl at Epiphany, 
Denver, has launched his second adult 
confirmation class for the year, having 
fine success with a course of his own 
based on the Catechism. A payment of 
$1,000 has been made on the church 
debt, with current and benevolence 
offerings running considerably ahead 
of last year. 


We are fortunate out here in having 
two missionaries from our Foreign Mis- 
sion fields—Miss Elvira Strunk from 
China and Dr. John Finefrock of India 
—to give the impetus to the India Cen- 
tennial celebration on this territory. 
They were scheduled to speak in Den- 
ver, Casper, Boulder and other points 
as arrangements permitted. 


St. Paul’s, Albuquerque, the Rev. 
W. F. Martin pastor, held a service of 
dedication October 26 that rivaled the 
dedication of the new church at the 
jubilee celebration in May. It was the 
dedication gifts and memorials that 
have added greatly to the beauty and 
use of the church equipment. Space 
forbids the names of gifts and donors, 
but included are hangings, embroidered 
crosses, carved appliques, ciborium, 
communion tray, pulpit Bible, offering 
plates, hymn boards, hymn books, il- 
luminated cross, piano, floor coverings, 
pews, altar desk, kneeling cushions 
and many other gifts. 

Happy was the congregation in hav- 
ing as the guest preacher of the dedica- 
tion sermon A. M. Knudsen, D.D., be- 
loved former pastor, who is now sec- 
retary for the Board of American Mis- 
sions. 


Casper, Wyo. The most encouraging 
phase of the work at Grace Church is 
among the young people. The public 
school authorities release pupils from 
the eighth, ninth and tenth grades for 
religious education one hour per week 
during school hours. The pastor, Dr. 
Charles S. Bream, is doing all the in- 
structing, and the pupils are showing 
real interest. The classes meet in the 
church. This is the only city in Wyo- 
ming, so far as: school authorities know, 
offering this privilege. 

Pastor Bream lectured before teach- 
ers’ institutes in Columbus, Imperial, 
Brewster and Hartington, Nebr. 


Pastor Leeland C. Soker of Laramie, 
is chairman of the THE LUTHERAN cam- 
paign in this synod and has been doing 
a fine job of it. His efforts should be 
rewarded with at least a subscription 
from every councilman, officer and 
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teacher in each congregation, if not 
every family, giving the home the at- 
mosphere of the church paper above 
other magazines. 


St. Paul’s, Denver, Dr. Elmer W. 
Harner pastor, inaugurated a Hos- 
pitality Sunday for soldiers of Lowry 
Field. Fifty men attended the morning 
service, and then were invited to the 
homes of members for dinner. 

A ‘service known as “St. Paul’s 
Friendly Hour” marked the beginning 
of winter activities for the 7.45 hour 
and has met a real need with much 
success. Good progress has been made 
in the payment of the church debt, 
$3,500 being retired in first mortgage 
bonds. 

The Luther League entertained the 
Leagues from Messiah and Epiphany 
at an enthusiastic gathering Sunday 
evening, November 9. A light supper 
was served and a fine combined serv- 
ice was held at 6.30. There was a large 
attendance and an esprit de corps de- 
veloped for finer co-operation among 
youth of the three congregations. 


The historian of synod is Dr. R. B. 
Wolf, pastor at Colorado Springs. He 
was authorized by the Jubilee Conven- 
tion of synod in Albuquerque, N. M., 
last May to complete and publish in 
book form the fifty years of history as 
our anniversary project. Since then 
he has been working assiduously to 
gather and compile data and records 
pertaining thereto and expects to have 
the book off press very soon. Judging 
from the address and report Dr. Wolf 
gave at the jubilee meeting, a rare treat 
is in store for all who are interested 
in the history and development of the 
Lutheran Church in the Rocky Moun- 
tain region. The oldest member of 
synod—having had part in more than 
three-fifths of its history—no one is 
better fitted for this task. Requiring 
long hours of consulting old records 
and ceaseless correspondence, it has 
been a labor of love, and highest credit 
and appreciation go to Dr. Wolf. 


FRAUDULENT SOLICITORS 

One of the pastors of a U. L. C. A. 
congregation in Virginia has written 
Tue LUTHERAN in order that its readers, 
especially the pastors who receive it, 
shall be on guard against fraudulent 
solicitors for subscriptions for mag- 
azines. He himself has had an experi- 
ence with two who claimed that they 
were selling literature in order to have 
funds to enter one of our theological 
seminaries. 

It is entirely proper for solicitors to 
be required to supply credentials. In 
these days of air mail, their claims 
could be investigated in a very brief 
period of time. 


a ee = ee 
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' THE CHICAGO SEMINARY CAMPAIGN AND THE 
CHURCH PAPER RECEIVE HEARTY APPROVAL 


“Just where is the battlefield of the 
Black Hawk War, which took place 
near here?” we asked Mr. Rufus 
Dameier, the perennial treasurer of the 
Northern Conference of the [Illinois 
Synod, and a member of the church 
at Kent, where the Conference was 
meeting. Standing in the dooryard of 
the church, he pointed out the monu- 
ment which marks the Battle of Kel- 
logg’s Grove, June 25, 1832, in a run- 
ning fight which extended along a high 
ridge for many miles westward. To- 
day the valley of which that ridge is 
the southern boundary is in that fa- 
mous cheese district of the Middle 
West. Here is the little village of Kent, 
and half a mile north the church, 
founded in 1869, which is part of the 
Pearl City-Kent Charge. 

Northern Illinois had nineteen rainy 
days in October, and this was one of 
the rainiest of them. However, all but 
two of the active pastors of the North- 
ern Conference, most of them with their 
delegates, had come to consider espe- 
cially the most important matter be- 
fore the Illinois Synod, the campaign 
to raise $100,000 for the Chicago Sem- 
inary at Maywood. The absent pastors 
were Dr. Hugh M. Bannen of Rockford, 
one of the octogenarians of our Church, 
who lets O. G. Beckstrand, D.D., asso- 
ciate pastor, and a member of the Board 
of American Missions, represent Trin- 
ity Church at conventions; and C. H. 
Hightower, D.D., of Mt. Morris, who 
recently suffered a severe heart attack. 
We rejoice that he has been permitted 
to resume at least part of his labors. 

We missed some other pastors who 
have gone from the Northern Confer- 
ence. The Rey. Ray Shawl, secretary 
of Conference, has gone from Milledge- 
ville to Riverdale in the Chicago Con- 
ference. His place as secretary was 
temporarily filled by the Rev. A. H. 
Keck, Jr., of Sterling. The Rev. C. R. 
Lowe of Monroe and the Rev. R. Lud- 
wigson of Nachusa have also resigned 
their charges. 

The Rev. Luther Mueller, who re- 
cently had the joy of bringing Trinity 
Church, Harvard, an independent con- 
gregation of nearly 500 members, into 
the Illinois Synod, had the farthest to 
come, but as a president should, was 
there to conduct, with the secretary, 
the Communion Service. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. C. P. Kar- 
riker of Manlius, recently come to us 
from Ft. Smith, Ark. 

We re-elected our president, the 
Rev. Luther Mueller, who has given a 


By E. C. DoLBEErR 


good account of his stewardship both 
as president and as a member of the 
Executive Board of synod; and also our 
treasurer, Mr. Dameier; and chose the 
Rev. Glenn Gilbert of the Rock Grove 
Parish secretary. The Rev. E. C. Dol- 


Give Them 
The Lutheran 


The Church’s Retired Pastors 


Of the 400 retired pastors because 
of illness or old age, about one-half 
manage to take their beloved church 
paper, paying for it out of their pen- 
sions or other meager income. Many 
of these old pastors served their 
church faithfully for many years at 
small salaries. During their years of 
activity they felt the need of their 
church paper and subscribed for it. 
Now in their old age they find it im- 
possible to provide this enjoyment 
for themselves. 


You Can Help 

If those of our readers who can 
do so will make a contribution to- 
wards our Epaphroditus Fund it will 
enable us to send these retired pas- 
tors THE LUTHERAN so that they may 
still live in the knowledge that their 
church has remembered them. They 
have not lost interest in their church 
and long to be kept informed of its 
progress. Shall we make this pos- 
sible for them? 


* *% * 


Dear Reaper: Perhaps the old 
pastor who baptized, confirmed or 
married you, is still living. He would 
appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
remembrance. 


Send your contribution, large or 
small, to THe LUTHERAN. 1228-1234 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. You 
will make someone happy and this 
will bring happiness to you. 


THANK YOU! 
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beer of Mt. Carroll was appointed re- 
porter to THe Lurueran for the North- 
ern Conference, in place of Dr. High~ 
tower, whose illness prevents him as- 
suming any other activities than those 
of his immediate parish. 


Institutions 

After an abundant dinner we listened 
to reports from our institutions. Dr. 
J. O. Evjen of the Carthage College 
faculty, brought us a new slant on a 
Christian college. “It is one,” he said, 
“in which not only the faculty, but the 
student body as well is Christian.” Thus 
he brought back to the local church and 
to the home the responsibility for mak- 
ing our colleges Christian. The Rev. 
Leroy Weihe, appearing for the first 
time at our conference since becoming 
superintendent of the Nachusa Home, 
reported that a gift from a friend of 
the Home had made possible redecorat- 
ing and repairing at the Home this 
summer. There are now 35 boys and 
20 girls in the Home, which has a staff 
of nine workers. It is now to be known 
as “The Nachusa Lutheran Home for 
Children.” L. Franklin Gruber, D.D., 
LL.D., president of the Chicago Sem- 
inary, spoke of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of the seminary, and 
commented briefly on the campaign. 

Dr. Armin G. Weng, president of the 
Illinois Synod, informally chatted with 
us about the work of the synod, speak- 
ing of men and churches and institu- 
tions in that intimate way which makes 
him a welcome visitor always in homes, 
congregations and conferences. He 
heartily approved the campaign for 
subscribers for THe LUuTHERAN, and 
mentioned the 1942 Year Book as a 
useful source of information for both 
pastors and laity. 

The remaining time of the confer- 
ence was given to a discussion of the 
Seminary Campaign. Mr. Edwin Arm- 
strong of Elgin, associate director, re- 
ported great enthusiasm, particularly 
among the laymen, for this effort to 
relieve the seminary of indebtedness 
and provide needed improvements. 


Brotherhood Rallies 

The Freeport District men gathered 
at Mt. Carroll—123 of them on another 
rainy night—to hear the Rev. Carl V. 
Tambert of Clinton, Iowa, present some 
unusual thoughts of “Men of the 
Church.” On still another rainy eve- 
ning in October, 164 men came from 
the entire conference for the annual 
banquet in First Church, Freeport, the 
Rev. G. J. Curran pastor, and heard 
Mr. John G. Schuerman of Faith 
Church, St. Louis, who is president of 
the Board of Directors of the Nachusa 
Home, and the lay chairman of the 
Seminary Campaign, outline the neces- 
sity, as a layman sees it, for putting 
over the Seminary Campaign. 
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Alleghany Conference Vows 


ANNIVERSARIES AND IMPROVEMENT TO PROPERTY 


Two outstanding Reformation serv- 
ices were held in the Conference: one 
at First Church, Johnstown, G. W. 
Nicely, D.D., pastor, Sunday evening, 
October 26, drew a large audience. 
Robert Fortenbaugh, D.D., professor of 
history at Gettysburg College, the 
guest speaker, stressed the thought of 
individual priesthood’ of all believers 
remaining the keynote of the Protestant 
Reformation. The other service was 
that of the Altoona Lutheran congre- 
gations held Sunday evening, Novem- 
ber 2, in Trinity Church, Altoona, the 
Rev. Ralph W. Birk pastor. A capacity 
audience heard Walter E. Schuette, 
D.D., of Sewickley, president of the 
Eastern District of the American Lu- 
theran Church, speak on “How Can We 
Strengthen Our Church?” Both serv- 
ices testify to the co-operative spirit 
of our people and the importance of 
the Reformation message in this day. 


The fall meeting of the Juniata- 
Northeast District Missionary Societies 
was held in First Church, Altoona, the 
Rev. Luke H. Rhoads pastor. Morning 
and afternoon sessions were conducted 
using the general theme of “Together 
With God.” In addition to the medita- 
tive periods given by Pastor Rhoads 
and district business matters, the meet- 
ing was addressed by Sister Janet 
Coiner of Christ Church, York; Mrs. 
Roy J. Meyer of Johnstown, synodical 
mission study secretary; and Mrs. Ray- 
mond C. Shindler of Altoona, president 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of 
the Conference. 


The Altoona Chapter of the Gettys- 
burg Women’s League held its quar- 
terly session in Bethany Church, 
Altoona, the Rev. Paul L. Reaser pas- 
tor, with Mrs. M. S. Raup presiding. 
The evening’s program consisted of 
numbers by four Gettysburg College 
students and an inspiring and informa- 
tive address by Mr. Marks, president of 
the S. C. A. at the college. 


Luther Leaguers of the Johnstown 
District finally succeeded in holding 
their seventeenth annual convention 
after being prevented from doing so 
at the planned date due to the infantile 
paralysis quarantine imposed by the 
state. The convention was held in 
Trinity Church, Johnstown, the Rev. 
Roy J. Meyer pastor. Morning, after- 
noon and evening sessions were con- 
ducted by the district officers. The 
evening session group was addressed 
by State Assemblyman Fred P. Hare 
of Somerset. 


By RaupH W. Birk 


Conference has been signally hon- 
ored by the representation of its young 
people in the synodical Luther League. 
At the recent third annual convention 
held at Hershey, Charles Forney of 
Davidsville was elected one of the vice- 
presidents, Bernice Dunn of Altoona 
assistant secretary, Arthur Lukens, Jr., 
of Philipsburg member of the execu- 
tive committee, and Margaret McFalls 
of Altoona was appointed sustaining 
life membership secretary. 


St. Matthew’s Church, Marklesburg, 
the Rev. Jerome Guss pastor, cele- 
brated an impressive day of rededica- 
tion November 9. The service of Holy 
Communion was conducted by the pas- 
tor at the morning hour and the Chief 
Service of rededication was held in the 
evening. Special music for the evening 
service was furnished by the Lutheran 
choir of Huntingdon and the sermon of 
rededication was preached by Harvey 
D. Hoover, D.D., professor of practical 
theology at Gettysburg Theological 
Seminary. 

Improvements include redecoration 
of the church auditorium and Sunday 
school rooms, laying of new floor in 
the sanctuary, remodeling and rear- 
rangement of chancel, installation of 
fluorescent lighting system, new altar, 
Common Service Books, carpet, ren- 
ovation of vestibules, and exterior im- 
provements and painting. Memorials 
include new altar cloths, pulpit Bible 
and light, candlesticks, and altar. The 
improvements cost $2,500. The con- 
gregation and their faithful pastor are 
to be congratulated on the successful 
completion of this good work. 


The Sunday school of Bethany 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. Paul L. 
Reaser pastor, celebrated its golden 
anniversary with services each evening 
of the week November 17-23. Harry 


'L. Saul, D.D., pastor of First Church, 


Carlisle, and former pastor at Beth- 
any; Ross Stover, D.D. Messiah 
Church, Philadelphia; the Rev. George 
K. Bowers, St. Stephen’s, 
Washington, D. C., and for- 
mer supply pastor at Beth- 
any; J. D. Krout, D.D., sec- 
retary of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod; the Rev. 
Clement Hershey; State 
Deputy Attorney General 
David R. Perry, former su- 
perintendent of Bethany 


Trinity Church, 
Juniata, Altoona, Pa. 
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Sunday school, and a number of pas- 
tors of the community were the speak- 
ers. These fine services were inter- 
spersed with social occasions. The cele- 
bration closed with the Sunday evening 
service, at which the young people pre- 
sented the drama, “The Lost Church.” 


The 102d anniversary of the Davids- 
ville congregation, the Rev. Russel T. 
Shilling pastor, was celebrated re- 
cently A number of improvements and 
additions to the church had been made. 
The congregation has had a consistent 
record of development and Christian 
loyalty and is now happily worshiping 
in its beautified edifice. 


A worth-while gift by the Ladies’ 
Aid Society of the Rockton Church of 
the Luthersburg Charge, the Rev. Ralph 
W. Meckley pastor, was made to the 
church recently—new Common Service 
Books. This church continues to re- 
veal a fine Lutheran spirit in the north- 
western corner of the Conference. 

From time to time our conference, 
as others, sustains serious losses among 
the lay membership. Such was the case 
in the death of Allen Lingenfelter, 
faithful layman of the East Freedom 
Church of the Newry Charge. Mr. 
Lingenfelter was found dead from a 
heart attack as he was returning from 
a day of hunting in the woods near his 
home. He had served for a long time 
as superintendent of the Sunday school 
and as a member of the church coun- 
cil. A great servant of God has been 
taken from this earth, and his presence 
at conference and synodical sessions 
will be missed. He was a true Chris- 
tian character, filled with inspiring faith 
in God, devotion to his church and in- 
terest in his fellowmen. 


Extensive Repairs Mark 
55th Anniversary 


Trinity Church, Juniata, Altoona, Pa., 
the Rev. Ralph W. Birk pastor, fittingly 
celebrated the fifty-fifth anniversary of 
the congregation in October. After wor- 
shiping in the Sunday school rooms for 
three months, during the time of ren- 
ovation of the building, the congrega- 
tion again worshiped in the sanctuary 
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Sunday morning, October 5. A service 
of rededication, in charge of the pastor, 
was held at the morning hour. C. C. 
Rasmussen, D.D., professor at Gettys- 
burg Seminary and former pastor at 
Trinity, preached the sermon, “Why I 
Believe in the Church.” At the evening 
service EH. L. Manges, D.D., of Hunting- 
don, president of the Alleghany Con- 
ference, preached on “The Bulwark of 
Righteousness.” 

The congregation celebrated the sec- 
ond Sunday of the month with Holy 
Communion services; the third with 
Harvest Home services, at which time 
Mr. Luther Grossman, superintendent 
of the Tressler Orphans’ Home at Loys- 
ville, was the guest speaker. Reforma- 
tion Sunday was observed with the 
pastor preaching the morning sermon 
and a special presentation, “Church 
Spires,’ by the Sunday school at the 
evening hour. 

Each Wednesday evening of the 
month marked special observances: a 
recital on the new organ by Mr. E. C. 
Timmermann, organist at Mt. Lebanon 
United Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh; “Trinity Women’s Night,” E. 
Roy Hauser, D.D., Clearfield, speaker; 
“Trinity Men’s Night,” the Rev. Paul 
L. Foulk of Hanover, former pastor at 
Trinity, speaker; “Trinity Young Peo- 
ple’s Night,” the ministerial sons of the 
congregation—the Rev. William Erhard 
of Clarksburg, W. Va., the Rev. Clyde 
Foose of Williamsport, the Rev. Chester 
Baird of Saxton and the Rev. Ralph 
Meckley of Luthersburg—brought mes- 
sages. The month of special services 
was climaxed with an unusual congre- 
gational entertainment October 31. All 
organizations participated. 

This anniversary program was greatly 
enriched by the $8,000 improvement 
project which the congregation suc- 
cessfully completed. This included re- 
building and enlarging the pipe organ 
and the installation of Deagan chimes; 
rearranging and rebuilding the chancel, 
choir loft and pews; rebuilding vesti- 
bule doors; redecoration of sanctuary 
and Sunday -school rooms; installation 
of fluorescent and indirect lighting sys- 
tem; new carpet and window repairs; 
new basement floor; construction of 
separate organ blower room; repairing 
and repainting exterior woodwork; re- 
cutting of cornerstone; rebuilding of 
front porch and the regrading and re- 
planting of the church grounds. 


Shenandoah, Va. St. Peter’s Church, 
the Rev. L. A. Wertz pastor, is out of 
debt. Four years ago there was an in- 
debtedness of $8,000 on the new brick 
church. October 26, 1941, the debt was 
canceled. The pastor’s salary will be 
increased beginning with the new year 
—a visible expression of a loyal people 


for their pastor. 


‘Forreston, Ill. 
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Over Two Hundred Churches Now Make More Than 2,500 Copies 
of "The Lutheran” Available to the Members 
at the Church Every Sunday 


The List is Growing! 


Puerta de Tierra, Puerto Rico New Castle, Pa. 

Dana H. Johnson St. John, F. E. Stough 
Pine Camp, N. Y. Washington, D. C. 

Chaplain John M. Joslyn Luther Place, C. B. Foelsch, D.D. 
Washington, D. C. Louisville, Ky. 

Keller Memorial, J. Harold Mumper Memorial, A. G. Belles 
Kannapolis, N. C. Kingston, Pa. 

Kimball Memorial, J. L. Norris Holy Trinity, David A. Menges 
Beach Haven Terrace, N. J. Baltimore, Md. 

R. Kjeldahl Messiah, R. C. Sorrick 
Rochester, N. Y. Harrisburg, Pa. 

Transfiguration, Howard A. Kuhnle Messiah, C. S. Simonton, D.D. 
Prosperity, S. C. Downingtown, Pa. 

Grace, George E. Meetze Messiah, Clarence E. Miller 
Reading, Pa. McKees Rocks, Pa. 

Hope, Horace S. Mann Mt. Calvary, Adam Boerstler 
Souderton, Pa. South Sioux City, Nebr. 

Little Zion, Mr. C. C. Moyer First, Ernest N. Haugse 
West Lawn, Pa. China Grove, N. C. 

Advent, Ernest A. Weber Mt. Moriah, E. R. Trexler 
Glendale, N. Y. Millersburg, Pa. 

Ascension, F. E. Preuss Salem, Robert S. Nagle 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Milwaukee, Wis. 

Good Shepherd, Wm. F. Sunday, Ph.D. Nativity, A. C. Baughman 
Philadelphia, Pa. Pomona, Calif. 

Ascension, A. W. Shumaker Mrs. Alberta Nickerson 
Goldsboro, N. C. Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Good Shepherd, John K. Lasley Our Saviour, B. J. Stecker 
Washington, D. C. Milwaukee, Wis. 

Incarnation, Henry Manken Pentecost, A. G. Streich 
Lansdowne, Md. Lansing, Mich. 

Our Saviour, Herbert M. Payne Redeemer, Aksel C. Larsen 
Jamaica, N. Y. Milwaukee, Wis. 

Our Saviour, George E. Dietrich Redeemer, Harold W. Gruhn 
Haddonfield, N. J. Chicago, Ill. 

Our Saviour, Donald F. Irvin Redeemer, Harvey Clark 
Irwin, Pa. Augusta, Ga. 

Holy Trinity, Paul N. Schnur Resurrection, Walter A. Reiser 
Livingston, Mont. Wooster, Ohio 

Redeemer, Webster H. Clement Rowsburg, W. H. Baker 
Flushing, N. Y. Prospect, Pa. 

Redeemer, Wm. F. von Deben Emanuel, L. W. Rupp 
Utica, N. Y. Atlantic City, N. J. 

Redeemer, A. F. Keller, D.D. St. Andrew, R. F. Garnet 
Arlington, Va. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Resurrection, Mr. Wm. C. Weaver St. Jacobi, John F. Bauchman 
Farmingdale, N. Y. Tarlton, Ohio 

St. Luke, Bernhard Bohrer St. Jacob, F. J. Heine 
Philadelphia, Pa. Emsworth, Pa. 

Mediator, T. R. Scholl St. James, James N. Frank 


Baltimore, Md. 
Prince of Peace, L. M.\ E. Menkel 


Lutheran, Arthur E. Schmidt 
Hickory, N. C. 
Mt. Olive, W. A. Sigmon 


The self-service metal display rack, 


properly lettered, will operate itself. 


INVEST $15.60 PROFIT $10.40 


The metal display rack is given free with 
a subscription for ten copies or more to one 
address for one year at Three Cents a copy, 
payable quarterly in advance. Members will 
drop a nickel in the slot and take a copy of 
the paper on leaving the church. 
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Brooklyn Pastor 
Honored 


THE twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
ordination of the Rev. Paul Y. Living- 
ston and the completion of the cam- 
paign for $12,000 to be applied to the 
reduction of 
the mortgage 
indebtedness 
Onn ss rananst 
Andrew’s 
Church, South 
Ozone Park, 
New York, 
a new heating 
system, and 
renovation of 
the church 
and parson- 
age, were ob- 
servedata 
recent Sun- 
day evening 
service. Following the service a recep- 
tion to the pastor in the social rooms 
was held and felicitations and congrat- 
ulations were extended to him. Dr. 
Harry Newcomer preached the sermon. 

To Pastor Livingston and the loyal 
assistance of his congregation belong 
the credit of saving this church from 
falling into the hands of the sheriff in 
1921. He has proved himself a good 
organizer, business man, and preacher, 
and today the congregation is working 
with almost 500 families in this section 
of Brooklyn. 

One member of the congregation, Mr. 
Viggo Swenson, has entered the min- 


The Rev. Paul Y. 


Livingston 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
S. W. Cor. Eighth Ave. at Second Street 
REV. PAUL G. McCULLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday School: 9.45 A. M. 
Divine Worship: 11.00 A.M. and 7.30 P.M. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sixth & Market Sts., Wilmington, N. C. 


Welcomes Tourists 


Service Men’s Center for Lutherans 
at Camp Davis 
SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 


i) MARION 
7 COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 
years of High School 
in famous “blue 
grass” region of Vir- 

inia. Liberal Arts, 


re-library. Pre- 

. nursing, Pre - jour- 
nalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business 
Education, Home Economics, Music, Speech. 
Happy home and social life in atmosphere 
of Southern culture. 68th year. Rates $435.00 
to $485.00. Catalogue and view book.—H. J. 


Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


istry. One has announced his intention 
to prepare for this calling, and another 
is preparing for work in the foreign 
field. 

This congregation has entered upon 
a new era, and with the continued co- 
operation of pastor and people the 
future promises even greater interest 
in the work of the church. 


Lutheran Gatherings at 
Camp Croft 


In Spartanburg, S. C., last July a 
Lutheran Men’s Service League was 
organized to minister to the welfare of 
soldiers and to foster the principles of 
the Lutheran Church. Two recent ac- 
complishments of this League, a Refor- 
mation Service at Camp Croft Novem- 
ber 2 and a Luther Day dinner in the 
Cleveland Hotel in Spartanburg, proved 
the wisdom of its organization. 

The Reformation Service held in 
Chapel No. 3, newly constructed and 
dedicated one week previous, was 
probably one of the first of its kind to 
be held in this country. The chapel it- 
self happens to be the one in Camp 
Croft that is under the supervision of a 
Lutheran chapain, Capt. E. J. Mattson, 
formerly of Scranton, Pa., and now of 
the 38th Battalion. The Service was 
led by Dr. Charles J. Shealy, pastor of 
Woman’s Memorial Church, Spartan- 
burg, and National Lutheran Council 
Service Pastor. Others taking part in 
it were Chaplain Mattson; Lieut. A. E. 
Kalkwarf, Chaplain 36th Battalion; 
Captain D. G. Lee, Chaplain 3d Air- 
base Group, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
(here with his men on maneuvers); 
the Rev. E. B. Heidt, pastor Nativity 
Church, Spartanburg. The three named 
chaplains represent the United Lu- 
theran Church, the American Lutheran 
Church and the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church, respectively. Greetings were 
heard from Dr. Edgar Z. Pence, pres- 
ident of the South Carolina Synod, and 
Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker, Director Service 
Men’s Division of the National Lu- 
theran Council, sent his congratula- 
tions. Major H. H. Gregory, Post Chap- 
lain, expressed the appreciation of the 
camp authorities. The address was de- 
livered by Prof. John Schmidt of the 
Southern Seminary, Columbia, S. C. A 
large number of civilians from the local 
churches and the surrounding section 
joined with soldiers to form the con- 
gregation. The music was led by the 
choir of Woman’s Memorial Church, 
assisted by Lutheran soldiers. The oc- 
casion was adjudged by many as one 
of “the most cosmopolitan” from a 
Lutheran standpoint ever to be held in 
South Carolina. 

The Luther Dinner at 7.30 P. M., 
November 10, with 150 people present, 


THE LUTHERAN 


will be remembered as a rare occasion. 
The speech of Dr. James C. Kinard, 
president of Newberry College, vividly 
portrayed Luther in the Leipsig debate 
and his stand at Worms. He made 
Luther’s positions so clear that one of 
the service men before performing his 
part in the musical program said to the 
audience, “That speech causes religion 
to tug at one’s heart.” The toastmaster 
was Prof. E. B. Hallman of Spartan- 
burg City Schools. Private Martin 
Behnke, a Lutheran of New Jersey and 
Philadelphia, was one of the soloists. 
And two Lutherans, members of the 
Camp Croft Quartet, taking part in the 
musical program were Privates Sam 
Moyer and Leonard Stephan of Read- 
ing, Pa. A letter of greeting from Dr. 
F. H. Knubel, president of the United 
Lutheran Church, was read. The Rev. 
W. D. Kanning, Missouri Synod Serv- 
ice Pastor associated with the Lutheran 
Recreational Center, responded in a few 
well-chosen words. About twenty-five 
service men of Camp Croft were guests 
at the dinner. C. J. SHEALY. 


Lima Settlement House 


Dedicated 


Tue dedication of the ninth Lutheran 
Settlement House in the United States 
took place Sunday afternoon, October 
26, at Lima, Ohio. This “Good Shep- 
herd Center” is located in an un- 
churched community bounded by rail- 
roads, four blocks from the business 
section of Lima, a city of 45,000 pop- 
ulation. Under the auspices of the Lu- 
theran Inner Mission Society of Toledo 
and Lima, the Center will undertake 
to serve the physical and _ spiritual 
needs of the community. The work will 
be superintended by the Rev. Edward 
Rice, institutional pastor of the So- 
ciety in Lima. 

Following the annual fall rally of the 
Inner Mission Society at St. Luke’s 
Church, Lima, the assembly proceeded 
to the Center, where in an outside 
broadcast service the Rev. W. A. Siefkes 
of Port Clinton, president of the Board 
of Directors, dedicated the new head- 
quarters of the Inner Mission Society 
in Lima. Mayor Frank McClain spoke 
in behalf of the city and the Rev. O. H. 
Dagefoerde, superintendent of the 
Toledo-Lima Inner Mission, delivered 
the address. Greetings and congratula- 
tions were received from leaders of the 
United Lutheran and the American 
Lutheran Churches. Dr. C. E. Krumb- 
holz, secretary of the Department of 
Welfare of the National Lutheran 
Council, sent a letter of congratulation, 
in which he wrote: 

“During these days when tensions 
and pressures are so great, it is doubt- 
ful whether any Christian service is 
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If You're Going to the Movies 
CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 
Films marked C may appeal to Children. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Another in list of films treating train- 
ing-camp life as a round of farce. 
Typical antics here of the popular 
dull-witted, sad-faced pair of come- 
dians. Harmless fun. yen 


Farce. His former servants 
enlist to protect welfare of 
naive young draftee; at 
camp, they blunder into all 
manner of difficulty. 


Great Guns 
(Fox) 
Oliver Hardy 
Stan Laurel 
Dick Nelson 


Public Enemies Melodrama, with the usual A poorly constructed story even for 


(Rep.) brash reporter going this time-worn theme, obviously, 
Wendy Barrie through usual routine of amateurishly presented. 
Philip Terry getting fired, chasing gang- 


sters, winning glory and a 
rich bride. 


Farce. Shore “club”—with 
feminine entertainers — is 
setting for antics of sailors 
seeking a wife for one of 
them. 


Apparently an attempt to duplicate 
Abbott and Costello type of service 
comedy, this is at best a pale, inept 
copy; at worst, suggestive and crude. 
Hopeless. 


Sailors on Leave 
(Rep.) 
Wm. Lundigan 
Shirley Ross 


This technicolor production of the 
famous old-tear jerker will please 
those who like their sentiment spread 


Romance through two gen- 
erations, with titled Eng- 
lishman forbidding love 


Smilin’ Through 
(MGM) 


Brian Aherne 


Ian Hunter affair of his ward and a thick; others will probably find it long 
Jeanette son of the man who had and overdone. Musical setting and in- 
MacDonald slain his bride; then led to dividual songs are pleasing; color 
Gene Raymond forgive by spirit of the reminiscent of calendar art. Senti- 
dead woman. mental, slow-moving. M, Y 


The first Class “A” movie to be con- 


Comedy. Vacationing pub- 
i demned in entirety for months by the 


Two-faced Woman 
MGM lisher weds a skiing in- 


C. Bennett structress. Fearful lest her Legion of Decency. Although treated 
Melvyn Douglas “simple ways” will lose frequently in satiric manner, its chief 
Greta Garbo him to her, she follows him stock in trade is still suggestiveness, 
Ruth Gordon to city, poses as her own both in lines and between them. 


“immoral” twin sister. 


Roland Young 


Regrettable. 


Week-end for 
Three (RKO) 
Dennis O’Keefe 
Philip Reed 
Jane Wyatt 

ness. 


Comedy. The old friend 
who drops in for a brief 
visit, then wears nerves to 
a frazzle—here endanger- 
ing host’s marital happi- 


Good possibilities in the theme, if it 
had only hewed to the line. Instead, 
it trails off in all directions and ar- 
rives nowhere. Replete with casual, 
unrealistic drinking scenes. Noisy, 
tedious. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 

For Family: Fantasia, The Great Commandment, The Great Dictator, Harmon 
of Michigan, It Started With Eve, Life Begins for Andy Hardy, Men of Boys’ 
Town, The Reluctant Dragon, Sun Valley Serenade, Thanks a Million. 

For Mature Audience: All That Money Can Buy, Blossoms in the Dust, Citizen 
Kane, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, Hold Back the Dawn, Ku Kan, Ladies in Retire- 
ment, The Little Foxes, Major Barbara, Meet John Doe, Missing Ten Days, One 
Foot in Heaven, Sergeant York, Shining Victory, The Stars Look Down, Suspicion. 


more important than that which can 
be done for families and for children 
in local communities. The programs 
which you will probably develop for 
‘boys and girls in your Center are in 
line with the trend toward an empha- 
sis upon preventive service.” 


CHANGES OF PASTORATE 


Tue following changes of pastorates 
in the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
since October 15 are reported in The 
Ministerium at Work for November: 

The Rev. Harold G. Deisher from 
Dushore Parish to St. John’s, East 
Mauch Chunk, Pa., November 10. 


The Rev. Ralph H. Ebert, who was 
graduated from the Philadelphia Sem- 
inary last May, to the Jersey Shore- 
Cogan Station Charge, October 16. 


The Rev. John A. McConomy, also a 
graduate of the Philadelphia Seminary 
last May, to St. Paul’s, Hightstown, 
N. J., October 19. 


The Rev. Curt H. Runze from 
Christus Church, Philadelphia, to 
Bethanien, Philadelphia. 


The Rev. Clarence R. Schaffer from 
Philadelphia Seminary to Trinity 
Church, Wernersville, Pa., October 19. 

The Rev. Myron A. Eichner from St. 
James Church, Chalfont, to Holy Trin- 
ity, Ephrata, Pa., December 1. 
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Remember 


to order copies of these two 
essential manuals for 1942. 


YEAR BOOK 


A special effort has made 
the 1942 issue of this annual 
more than ever indispens- 
able to councilmen, Sunday 
school leaders and other 
church workers. 


Includes Special Articles 
on Muhlenberg and Heyer, 
as well as complete direc- 
tories, statistical data, cal- 
endar editorials. 

20 cents a copy; $1.50 a dozen; 


25 or more at 10 cents a copy, 
delivery extra. 


Lesson 
Commentary 


A popular commentary, 
this annual for pastors and 
leaders in the Sunday 
school supplements other 
monthly and quarterly les- 
son helps on the Interna- 
tional Lesson Series. 


A slight change has been 
made in this volume in the 
order of the lessons dealing 
with the life of Christ. These 
are arranged to fit in with 
the Church Year instead of 
being a chronological study 
throughout. 


An inspiring guide. 


$1.75 a copy, postpaid; in quan- 
tities of five or more at $1.40, 
delivery extra. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 


PUBLICATION HOUSE 
13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 
Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 
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Personals 


The Rev. Karl Brockhaus of Janes- 
ville, Wis., was ordained in his home 
church, St. Peter’s, Sunday evening, 
October 26. Officiating clergymen were 
Dr. R. H. Gerberding, president of the 
Synod of the Northwest; the president 
of the Wisconsin Conference, the Rev. 
William Niebling of Milwaukee; the 
Rev. Paul Feustel, the Rev. H. T. Ras- 
mussen and the Rev. T. S. Rees. The 
local pastor, the Rev. H. C. Rex, 
preached the sermon. Mr. Brockhaus 
has accepted the call to become pastor 
of a church of the Pacific Synod in 
Medford, Oregon. 


The Rev. V. A. Cameron resigned as 
pastor of the Floyd-Carroll Parish of 
the Virginia Synod to accept the ap- 
pointment as chaplain of the Air Corps 
Technical School, Biloxi, Miss. The 
resignation became effective November 
first. 


The Rev. H. M. Miller, pastor of First 
Church, Cannon Falls, Minn., since 
1930, has accepted the call to become 
pastor of Bethlehem Church, Portage, 


Wis., and took up his new work the 
end of October. Bethlehem Church is 
a mission of the Synod of the North- 
west organized in 1938 and served until 
last July by the Rev. R. W. Roth, who 
accepted a call to a church in Chicago. 
A fine, centrally located property was 
recently acquired and the congregation 
hopes soon to erect a church. For the 
time being an old building is being used 
for church and parsonage. The congre- 
gation is alert and of a fine spirit and 
promises steady growth toward self- 
support. 


The Rev. E. A. Repass, Ph.D., has 
resigned as pastor of First Church, 
Columbia, Pa., effective November 1. 


Congregations 


Albany, N. Y. A union Reformation 
service was held in First Lutheran 
Church. The service was sponsored by 
the Eastern District Luther League 
with the co-operation of the local pas- 
tors. The address was delivered by Dr. 
T. G. Tappert, professor of Church His- 


We who givat 


A CA 


HOME... 


BUILDS A PLACE IN KINGDOM COME 


If it was good business in the first place to buy a home, it is good 
business to protect and preserve it through life insurance, for you want 
your wife and family to have the home always — not merely as 


long as you live. 


When you moved into your home, it was a dream come true. If your 
family has to move out, home will again become a dream — but one 


that will never come true. 


Ask your LUTHERAN MUTUAL agent for 


details of policies to protect your family against loss of their home. 
Or if more convenient, write department D-132 for information. 


— 
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INSURANCE CO 
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tory at the Philadelphia Seminary, his. 
theme being, “The Challenge of Luther 
to Our Day.” Dr. Chalmers Frontz, 
pastor of the host church, read the 
service; the Rev. Dorr E. Fritts of Troy, 
president of the conference, and Mr. 
Kenneth Logan, president of the Dis- 
trict League, took part in the service. 
The music was under the direction of 
the choirmaster and organist of First 
Church, Mr. Frederick Kalohn, as- 
sisted by the Rev. George C. Ackerly 
of Rensselaer. 


St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea, Atlantic 
City, N. J., observed Reformation Day, 
October 31, with a festival service for 
people of Scandinavian background. 
The Rev. Ragnar Kjeldahl, pastor of 
the Barnegat City-Beach Haven Crest 
Parish, preached the sermon. The 
service was conducted by the Rev. 
Richard F. Garnet, pastor of St. 
Andrew’s. The offering was presented 
to Pastor Kjeldahl for his mission par- 
ish, also a communion set no longer 
used by St. Andrew’s. 

The purpose of the service was to 
attract and interest the Scandinavian 
peoples of the South Jersey shore area 
in their nearest Lutheran church and 
to declare the interest of the Lutheran 
Church in the spiritual welfare of these 
people who were baptized and con- 
firmed in Lutheran churches abroad. 


Bristol, Conn. A triple anniversary 
was celebrated by the members and 
friends of Zion Church, November 9. 
The church was filled with members 
who had assembled to observe the 
tenth anniversary of the ordination of 
Pastor John W. Schulze, and to con- 
gratulate the pastor and his wife on 
their tenth wedding anniversary. The 
father of Mrs. Schulze, the Rev. John 
C. Scheer, who makes his home at the 
Bristol parsonage after retirement from 
the active ministry after forty-five 
years of faithful service, took part in 
the service. He was ordained by the 
Pittsburgh Synod in 1896. 

November 2 the national and Chris- 
tian flags presented to the church were 
dedicated by Pastor Schulze at a special 
service. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. October 31 St. 
Matthew’s congregation celebrated the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of the ordina- 
tion of their pastor, the Rev. Gustav 
Gille, and the seventy-seventh anniver- 
sary of the congregation. A fine spirit 
of fellowship, of love and confidence 
between pastor and people was man- 
ifested. Fred H. Bosch, D.D., pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, in which Mr. 
Gille was ordained, preached the ser- 
mon at this double celebration. The 
Rev. F. Noeldeke, German secretary 
of the United Synod of New York, or- 
dained at the same time as the guest 
of honor, brought synod’s greetings. 
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Refreshments were served after the 
service by the women of the church. 
Pastor Gille was appreciative of the 
many gifts and expressions of loyalty 
and esteem, and of the gift of green- 
backs. 


Chester Springs, Pa. Extensive im- 
provements have been made to St. 
Matthew’s Church at a cost of $2,200. 
Chimes were placed in the organ as a 
memorial to I. Newton Davis, a former 
councilman, by his wife. The exterior 
woodwork of the church was painted; 
150 Common Service Books were placed 
in pews and choirs and in the chancel, 
100 of them the gift of a friend of the 
congregation, and the remainder as 
memorials and gifts by members of the 
congregation and choirs, and the Chil- 
dren of the Church. Improvements to 
the church kitchen were made by one 
of the Sunday school classes, and a 
group of young men of the Sunday 
school did the manual labor. The 
kitchen at the parsonage has been ren- 
ovated. 

This is the completion of a program 
begun three years ago when interior 
improvements were made to the church. 
The running expenses of the congre- 
gation have been met regularly and the 
benevolence has steadily increased dur- 
ing the pastorate of the Rev. Walter 
D. Guss. 

On the evening of October 12 the 
chimes and hymnbooks were ded- 
icated by the pastor and the sermon 
was preached by Dr. M. R. Hamsher, 
president of the Synod of Central 
Pennsylvania. 


Hickory, N. C. The Catawba County 
Lutheran Ministerial Association spon- 
sored a Joint Reformation Service 
Sunday evening, November 2, in the 
Paramount Theater, Hickory, N. C. 
The Rev. T. A. Kantonen, Ph.D., of 
Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, 
Ohio, was the guest speaker. Dr. Kan- 
tonen used as his subject, “The Per- 
manent Principles of the Reformation.” 
Approximately 800 attended the service. 

The Catawba County Lutheran Min- 
isterial Association consists of pastors 
of the American Lutheran Church and 
the United Lutheran Church. The Rev. 
R. E. Walther, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Hickory, is president of the 
Association. J. Witrorp Lyerty, Sec. 


St. Thomas, Pa. St. Thomas Church, 
the Rev. Marlin C. Bottiger pastor, re- 
dedicated its renovated church, Sun- 
day, November 9. The improvements 
include repairing and painting the ex- 
terior, redecorating the interior, clean- 
ing and refinishing the pews, furniture 
and interior woodwork, installing new 
semi-indirect lamps. Four Gorham 
brass offering plates were dedicated as 
memorials to a recently-deceased 
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PELOUBET'S 
SELECT NOTES. 


A COMMENTARY ON 


TH 
VOLUME®* 


COMPLETE IN SPIRITUAL AND INSPIRATIONAL INTERPRETATION OF 
LESSON TEXT, MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, QUOTATIONS, BIBLIOGRAPHY 


AND TEACHING METHODS FOR ALL GRADES. 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


mother of the congregation by the 
family. All improvements were paid 
before the time of rededication. 


Utica, N. Y. The services of Holy 
Communion Church are being enriched 
because of the addition of a set of Mass 
Cathedral Organ Chimes, given in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Peter 
by their children. Mr. Peter, who at 
one time served on the church council, 
passed to his eternal reward last July 
in his eighty-third year. The chimes 
were dedicated November 2. The Serv- 
ice for All Saints’ Day was used. The 
act of dedication was performed by the 
pastor, the Rev. L. F. Wagschal. 

This church was greatly improved by 
exterior painting and repairs, and by 
better heating facilities. The congrega- 
tion is now participating in a crusade 
for spiritual recovery with encourag- 
ing results. There is an increase of 
forty per cent in average attendance 
over a similar period last year. 


RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. W. Leary Kohne 


Whereas, it has pleased our heavenly Father 
in His infinite wisdom to call from the Church 
Militant to the Church Triumphant the Rev. 
W. Leary Kohne, for five years the beloved 
pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church, Toledo, 
Ohio, and 

Whereas, Pastor Kohne exemplified in an un- 
usual manner the power of a Christ-centered 
faith in his life, his ministry and especially 
in his last illness, and 

Whereas, he gave himself unsparingly to the 
work of his parish and was a zealous preacher 
of the pure Word of God, and 

Whereas, his devotion and helpfulness in the 
larger work of the Church and the local Pas- 
toral Association will be greatly missed, there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, that we bow in submission to the 
Divine Will and commend his family to God’s 
care and love . 

Unirep LUTHERAN PastTorAL ASSOCIATION, 
ToLEeDO, OHIO 


SYNOD 


The 113th annual convention of the Lutheran 
Synod et Virginia will convene at Roanoke, 
Va., in St. Mark’s Church, J. L. Sieber, D.D., 
pastor, February 3, 1942, at 7.00 P.M. 

Hugh J. Rhyne, Sec. 


COMMUNION VESSELS WANTED 


A number of newly erected churches in 
Canada are in need of old-fashioned communion 
ware, of altar and pulpit coverings and of altar 
crosses and candlesticks. Congregations having 
any of these articles, for which they have no 
more use, would greatly oblige us, if the 
would send them to us in the Lutheran Chure 
House, from where we will forward them to 
the places where they are needed. 

E. A. Tappert, D.D., 
39 East 35th St., New York, N. Y. 


THE UNIFORM SUNDAY “SCHOOL LESSONS” 


BY..WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 5 -. 


> 
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THE REV. KYLE 
CHURCH BULLETIN: 
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THE LAST won ia 
INTERCHANGEABLE 
STEEL BULLET? 

-WILLLAST A 
LIFE TIME 


This beautiful] De Luxe 
Church Bulletin Board, sold 
at the extreme low price of 
$59.00. More than five thou- 
sand now in use. 

New sign panels to fit your old cabinet can 
be furnished in any desired size at small cost. 
Or you can build your own cabinet from our 
free blue prints and have a complete new bul- 
letin at a great saving. 

Write for information. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
DAVENPORT, IOWA 
Write for Cat. L-3 


RGEISSLERINC, 


450 SIXTH AVE.NEAR 10 & ST. NEW YORK 


Church Eurnishin 


IN CARVED WOOD AND 
MARBLE: BRASS: SILVER D 


FABRICS + WINDOWS 
suit GOWNS 
Pulpit 

Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 

Fine materials, beautiful work, 

pleasingly low prices. State your 

needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Il. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 


Catalogue Free on Request. 


The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


New York’s i 
Friendliest Hotel § 


Convenient location; 
quiet, spacious rooms} 
friendly, attentive serv- 
ice make the Prince 
George New York's out- 
standing hotel valve 


| 10U0 Kooms with Bath 
Single $2.50 to $4.00 
Double $3.50 to $7.00 
Geo.H. Newton, Mgr 


rince Gec 
Ho 


14 East 29th&se. 
New York 
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Start the New Year Right by Keeping an Accurate Record of Church Statistics 
in a Book Which is Adequate and Suitable for Such Purposes 


THE PARISH REGISTER 


REVISED EDITION 


.... Makes provision for the recording of all his- 
torical and statistical data for convenient refer- 


ence when required. 


. .. . Makes possible the furnishing of accurate 
and complete data in connection with statistical 
reports to the synod and other fact-finding 


agencies. 


, . .« . Conforms to the rubrics of the statistical 
forms authorized by the United Lutheran Church 


in America. 


.... Available only in LOOSELEAF form put up 
in a specially constructed post binder—heavy 
board covers bound in durable Maroon Leather- 
grained Fabrikoid, with. metal back and hinges 
including locking device and key. Binder size— 
104 x 15%4 inches. Sheet size—10 x 15 inches. 


No. 1 Up to 300 Members uu... $10.00 
No. 2 300 to 600 Members 2.0... 12.00 
No. 3 600 to 900 Members .u........cccccsssen 14.00 
No. 4 Over 900 Members ou... 21.00 


and upward. 


This revised edition has been prepared and is sponsored by the Statistical and Church Year 
Committee of The United Lutheran Church in America. The revision has been made in the light 


of the experience of our churches with the first edition and on the basis of constructive criticisms 


and a further study of the requirements. 


Detailed Information on Request. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


Thirteenth and Spruce Streets - 


CHICAGO 


COLUMBIA 


Philadelphia 


PITTSBURGH 


